Heavy Lorries in De Beauvoir:

Notes of meeting: 1st November 2006

By Susan Lacy

Present: Kathryn, Susan, Christina (Culford Road), Karen, David (Buckingham Road), input from Maggie (Wellington Pub Culford Road.)

Purpose: Meeting called to discuss what action, if any, could be taken to get the Council to take action to prevent the use of roads in De Beauvoir by heavy lorries.

The Problem: During the past 9-12 months roads in the area are increasingly being used by a range of heavy lorries. The lorries comprise skip lorries, large trucks carrying building refuse materials/earth, lorries carry heavy plant (not the green variety!), lorries carrying scaffolding etc, refuse lorries (not Hackney nor on collection days) plus a range of large delivery lorries.

Most of the lorries appear to be pulling off Balls Pond Road and travelling down Culford Road, some turning off into Buckingham Road with many continuing on to Englefield Road. From there they presumably either go to Kingsland road and on eastwards or turn off down De Beauvoir Road. Whilst lorries also travel in the other direction ie from Englefield to Balls Pond Road this seems less, presumably they use the easy option and travel up Ardleigh Road.

It was noted by Maggie from the Pub, the change in the road marking on Balls Pond Rd, it directs vehicles into the middle of the road at the start of the Bus lane just by Culford Road, almost encouraging vehicles to turn right. The double yellow lines have also made the turn easier and faster now there are no cars parking to slow, make it more tricky. 

There may be other issues/problems in the area but those present were not able to identify them.

Why is it a problem? 

· This area is a conservation area and as such have a rat run of heavy lorries going through it is hardly in keeping with this status.

· The council have made a point of seeking to enhance the residential amenity of the area as an argument for the introduction of the parking zone.

· There is a primary school at the top of Culford Road, the safety of the children should be of paramount importance. It can only be a matter of time before there is an accident with large lorries speeding past the school, often on the wrong side of the road to avoid the central reservations.

· Culford Road is a cycle route, heavy lorries using this residential road is not consistent with trying to provide a safe route for cyclists.

· When the lorries go over the speed bumps the properties physically shake, this must be either causing damage or potentially causing damage to them.  

· In environmental terms the lorries must be causing added pollution, again not appropriate for a residential area and one in which there is a primary school/ nursery.

Hackney Council possible action:

We understand that the Council may be proposing to introduce some from of action to ‘prevent’ lorries over 7.5 tons from using the De Beauvoir area. A letter from the Council (see DBA website) suggests that a byelaw would be introduced to stop lorries using the area by allowing the Council to prosecute/fine them having recorded the use of the area via CCTV.

The same letter says that a ‘consultation’ would take place soon after the school holidays. To date no-one at the meeting has been able to get any information about the nature of the consultation or when it will take place. (Since the meeting we have also learned that apparently there may also be plans to introduce a 20 mph speed limit)  

We were not convinced that such action would actually make a significant difference and are arguing for  physical width restrictions to stop the lorries from coming into the area rather than prosecuting them after they have done so.

Proposed Action:

We agreed that as a variety of approaches to both Hackney Council Officers and Councillors have as yet had not effect we could carryout the following actions and encourage others to do so as well.

· Write to Hackney Council and Councillors raising our concerns and asking for clarification on the proposed consultation, the what and the when.

· Approach the Head Teacher of the School to encourage them to join our ‘campaign’.

· Write to Jules Piper (Mayor) both to draw his attention to the problem but also to the fact that invariably replies are not received from the Council Officers concerned.

· Write to the leader of the Labour party if the local Councillors continue to ignore emails etc and are more noticeable by their absence !!

· Make a log of the use of the roads by the lorries (make a note of date/time/type of lorry and if possible the name of the firm) to use as ammunition either now or in response to the consultation if it happens.

· If anyone actually gets any information to circulate it to those on the circulation list.

· If no replies are received to send a complaint to the council complaint officer.

· Meet again in Mid December, (date/time/location to be agreed) to assess progress and agree next steps.

Names/emails of relevant people:

Andrew.cunningham@hackney.gov.uk (Head of Streetscene)

Garry.Morris@hackney.gov.uk (Principal engineer)

David.Eaglesham@hackney.gov.uk (Team Leader traffic Management)

Steve.walker@hackney.gov.uk (Head of Traffic and Transportation)

Elizabeth.OHara@hackney.gov.uk )PA to Corporate Director for Neighbourhoods and Regeneration Directorate

Jocelyn.Heyford@hacnkey.gov.uk (Standards and complaints manager)

Debbie.Hainsby@hackney.gov.uk (Customer Care Manager for Neighbourhoods etc) 

Gulay.icoz@hackney.gov.uk (councillor)

Robert.chapman@hackney.gov.uk  (councillor)

Christopher.mcshane@hackney.gov.uk (councillor_
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