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PRESS RELEASE

Angry residents living near a proposed new development of tower blocks at the Dalston terminus of the East London Line extension have slammed the plans as out of scale with the area and an abuse of planning law by the London Borough of Hackney.

Without consulting local people, the council has used the device of a

"supplementary planning brief" to try to steamroller through the plans, which include two blocks of 18 and 19 storeys and many others of 

seven storeys and more.

The mainly residential development would have to fund the cost of the concrete slab, which would be built over the railway cutting to carry its weight. The East London Line extension is already under construction and is due to be completed in 2010, well before the 2012 Olympics.

Hackney stands accused of making planning policy on the fly to justify the

massive development plans and to persuade Transport for London and the London Development Agency to "depart from the relevant planning policy considerations".

The De Beauvoir Association, with 140 members in the area between Hoxton and Dalston, has presented planners with a stream of arguments against the proposals in a closely-argued legal document drafted by local solicitor, Diana Weir.

"We are very angry at the way the council is trying to push this through

with a minimum of consultation," said association chair, Hilary Mandleberg.

"They have behaved shabbily and are trying to rush this through against

the wishes of local people."

Another local group, OPEN, which opposes demolition of historic buildings

in Dalston as part of the development, has already forced the LBH to

delay their plans to knock down a Victorian former theatre and other

properties close to the planned Dalston Junction station while the consultation was still under way.

The DBA document rejects the plans on grounds including the impact of

such a high-density development on the largely low-rise shopping and

residential neighbourhood of Dalston.

"This is utterly alien to the local built environment, where no building

on the streets surrounding or near the two sites exceeds 4 storeys in

height, and most are Victorian buildings of London stock brick," says the DBA Response.

The proposed bus station would be a haven for drug dealers, about which planners have failed to consult the local police, the document says.

The DBA Response was presented to planners in time for Wednesday's (30 November) deadline, which has since been extended until Monday 5 December. It also points out that in 2003 the council rejected a commercial application in the same area for a nine-storey block, saying that it would be too high. 

The De Beauvoir Association is entitled to receive written responses from Transport for London and Hackney planners to its detailed arguments.

ENDS

NOTE TO EDITORS

A copy of the DBA response to the plans is here http://tinyurl.com/8zwk7 (Word document)

For further comment, please contact Hilary Mandleberg at 020 7249 5866 or Mobile 07780 683856, or Diana Weir at 020 7254 4996 or Mobile 07766 836196.

Photos of models of the development are available at www.debeauvoir.org.uk

(no restrictions). 

Other documents are also on the website.

The area covered by the De Beauvoir Association is here

http://tinyurl.com/dd88b(Streetmap map)

Contact us at mailto:info@debeauvoir.org.uk
