
De Beauvoir Town

D.Bcxu \dn ' l nLvn isno rab is r l ace  no im lchnore ihan ,qua r t c r
oa.squrcmilc Norisnxcllknosn ft hrs no rube *ftion, {.d ns
Din'cdocsnor rppcrr on thc deninition blndsoranyr,o.don bus.
\\'hen I xsledonc!rurhI-o.doner,$eepedinlbelocalhisroryof
ha o\\. rrer, $hcrhcrhe knew where De B.iu!o;yrs, he nther
,l'oupht n\rssoh-yhereto the lelt of Prov.nce Thereis infrctr
'd$n caxcd Bcru\on in that Nrea, but nre London . iu,gc,, ollcd
fi. BeNroirlics nonh ofshorcdirch beN.cn the Reserts camt
ind Brlfs Pond Rord. Even C.ckneys frm Clrion, r nile fRithcr
inb Hack.er,l*rc bccn rno!n b scnr.ir nrc;h.dsand sry rhe,r
h,renqtr herrd otnryd n n a remarksbtr,ettracrivcxr.r ofjnner
London, ryith a fa{ and i preseni thrt mrrk it outxs $hd!he,r

De Beruron Tosr n to be tound behind ihc \e*em siae or
ri,.gslmd Road, *hose *rushrnc$ sives, c1u. t. iis ortgir as a
Roma. hishva,r norh oui ofLondon. One of th. exrlje*,lerelop
Drnrshereabousms anrrsion, tsrlnes (orBxuqeq House, built
rbout lj4ob) t{o spdrnh nerchrnE nsned B.uln, \hicb be.alr
a prn?tc runiiic as'tm in the eirtr rodr century rvh.!. un
sclupu lous cu,rdius somciih ps I n laEerarcd hei n to l, rgc lnd unes.
B1 ',s lo.d Roxd, De lrcruvoir\ norhern hound,ly, has a fine
t.rrtrcc.f rllr2; thst nmo denvcs lrom I disreput,bh pubt jc buu5e,
rrhosc r,ndlfd, IIr n,l, providcd, rmons oth.r cnteftinmenb,
duck shootingon hn pond.

To the$urh rry wbnc trith connon, s,6.ro lcad mith exjsted
r htu as rhc r3?6sj,Ddhere rhcHonourablc Altillery conp{rrj
hAr Fromored IJyHenryvIIIr rnditi.rl\ had rhc risht io prec
rhc rfcberr- In '736, during one olrhcnperiodi. f.n\,s ro brerk
do\.Itnces and bedges $,t inrerfercd Nith rh.se rishh, nen6e^

{ly built bri.k s,rll erected by drc
propridois of th. \,hite Isd mi s, \{rtkcr, wrrd & conpa.r.

/t6



They were rboui b knoch thG dawn s well when r Mr M,rtby, ,
pr*ner in the6m, nn up to apolasiz. He hrd not knawn ol tbe
aEhes royally e*ablished rishft, he said, 6ur ll the w,r1 see
spdEd qould cenainly rcommodaE ihfl. So rhe i,rcheE ontdftd
n\d.elveswithshooiingan rtrowoverihew,U snd, bonoureris-

By thc r32os, how$e!, nore sious d*elopmmt rhrcarcne rhe
rishis ofihc rd{c. The canrl hd opened to dr sourh i. r 3 r 3, i.d a
suc{]sfut bur nNcrupurou.loel entrepreneur, willim Rloda,

e! or the esbte, rhe eicht) fire.-
ym--otd RfvtrldPf F d" Bdrvon. a1*,mordinirit) pem"qve
ninety,ninc,yer building lease on the edae for a fracrio. ol wh* it
*$ mlly worth. I he l€e wai obhined from rhe derslnan or hi3
sicl( bed, and Rhoda huilr rr,rivery rifrle befole the heir, Richrd
lmyon de Beruvoir, sbftd , Nenty-so-,\,sFlong cour 6.
which ended in r[c aeing dide orlhe tea.e.

The sucGsful hcir ihen hd rrsh ploposals dnwn up fcr dr
developnent of 6is csbrc ot ' nrher moE *mishdorrrd chanctei
than Rhodes mbinoN gmud-prd, which hsd enrisaged four
scurres li.ked by diasonri sbed ro a €rsl ocbson. Wn3r rhd
r*ulted, in the r34os, w,s d€v.lopmcnt *irh o an of spaciou$s
:1d a'chir@rrl qusl'ry: rnd $e on..qud , B.1yor ,1. Beauvon
built (originauy to bc cdled Prt Phcc 6ur i. r'd naned Dc
Beau.o:, Sq 'ar)lacrlomed $rcan e'-s'on. or 'F"€' senarion
aEa and of the 3rea's 6me fmm municip,l 6ulldoary. Tn,r
.qudE datins from ,34o, with its n.o-J,obe.n villas with ormrely
shrped rlenish" E€616, is , uniqne rnhirdu€l set-pice, !
pionering pic of town pl,nni.c. Y€r a.ly rn yc,is ,go Hsckney
.ouncil .ti[ intended ro dflolish it, $ p,n ofa n,sivc redevelop,
fent excerci* rhrt would have gzd €very bundins from rhe canrl
to Ball s Pond Road. sturn weir, wno moved i6 rh. ri.r in rq67
dd founded dr De Bduvoir Associ ion ro 6ghr ibe ptm,
lmmbec tatlins to o Hfkn€y @uncitor.

"wcte plmning to keep rhe squ.rc," said tho ee, *ho repr€,
sted the wrrd but did not live rhere. "Oh, rlafs cood, 

' eplied
wen, b ghtening. "They E in poor rep,ir, bnr rhey'r r"lly very
,frn.tive hous$," 'Oh, .o. We're knoctins dom r]rc h.ues,
rcjoined the comcillor- "W.'ll jn* keep th. squlE."

For perhrF cighty yea6 liter it Mr builr, Dc Bsuvoir rdained
, well-lo-do and reasombly rell-tboushEof dGfticr. Tso hies
rroD the aank oI D.Elrd, yer on rhe .dc. of rh. Middre€x
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couriryi'dc, ir ai cted prosperous Cny fotkj its spa.iols, rcc_
Lned *Eers hd an ac'eex6l) setl ptamed.irrrnd, untiketh€lrn
' r I . l ' c o r  r  r . d i . i r ! | .  . ' h e 4 , . - . , - .  h . u  . .  \ \ r . .  n n J - " o ,
k !^ r*hcr tha. thc lons, hjgh and nr6er.lerbeari.g teraccs or
the r36os. !n Souihs,te RoRd, ir *e*cm boundi,yj the hluses
hid dleddrives lhere s{iases R.urd *rit to bkc househot.tc^ @
rh. ciir;rnd Cfia.les Furb)-, neRdy cighs rca6r Dc Bcau!.u!c,
, . . J h , r a ,  r E . l o c . t ,  n n r , , e . s . r p " n n n . i b L r o . n r n r r 1 . 1 c
rlns *reer llrt.e! fn the.*rsidc, tslinsronfort6e\ee*. arq u(
LoM.n Counry Councit torrhe sripelong thsmiddte'lno Norld u,*, dilapid,ions, rulri-occuDation $d, frcm ne
193os onyaidi crccpins brckyard industiirliation, serDe Beau,
voronrlrcp*hof declinc Thencltao-doprccrcssivelymovcdout
t.sBafrer, srecncr$,burbs sucb {s shnfod Hil1G33ot,lvood
Gr..n (r33ot lnd pstnen creen (re2ot, rle Bcnyon F.!u!u,
Nhrh $il owns mu.h of the arer, n,und irsetf for&d bv deaih
dDtics b sell.r{ blocks offrcrhotdsirnd rhe Equisitions. bombs
and 1x.k ormd'knance ofthe tror Nrr tefr De Beaurbi! jo For
sh.pe to nthrand fiiteen ycas ofph.nrng btisht$hi.h foltawcd
dre pubrication of Hacttner\ \rhotesalc rcdevclopme.r pr, j. th.

Dt R?orlrit Squr; L,?hnd i1 the ttust of tlp Ha.h"q
I run. il rt.la?/.' tDt4r ai|i a t! nn ddetl t o I er,!a.? the !t,o!.



rlr rl,lr.l Hxll \hD hxs ll\d ir lition IIGJ. Dc leruro;.
sinc. rrr r, rememLe^theshoel{
rlr. s.trthern Fir of rh( r,fr. tl(,rs rh! h-r \xre of demolitn,n
froros.l\, Lnockrd on hcr door ft
.llLbbi tos{her tu lrxr nr l!€.G. ind iLs casc \rhich residen*
!!r rp.onrlnc.d nre i[11i,] i.\.!-or rlrd !!nlrcLn De ner!rou
shorld be sfrrtd I rb,n'nmfl\ ,lrr rlb{.r {ho tool ihr JintLl
de. snD, He. r 8r q)kr. n c,ns tu h!f! bcdr mrre iirduenled L\ tl!.

lrolir .L,l sirne !l hosi,rs numbcrs ,hrn b\ nrEiden.o. or x(D!
tcntrai of {ci'l Nonh so.rtlri
De Bertr\oir'l o,n.,ncludn,ss,ch {(ds rstrcnron Ro!d. lxlnts
Rorl ud n,e u.rlsnlc D. B!,uon Crs.dt. \.s raued to di.
grotrnd tu mrh \r' tor rnun,ci
h i sh rnd  s l xh \o l ' n i i son . t cs

B\ 'e6t thc din c \is lhroLinq. Pc.ph in the rcn.I Dr
Bcx!\oi, \rfr. roN ol tlre i.hunmn! r.d
enomh\ of r. rcdq.lopinent plu'i th! Cilic A.knnies,\.( h,tl

R atlltt h ! hlar) h ttltn br t
nill chEa,t tn.t nD)Ia1 tubtl

anrons thtl6t b tJt t)'i| nr

-,_i.-- 
rl> {
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redili.rlzed nrepubllc \nh the !on.spr olconscnatio..l{ieN rs
dntind from p,rscrvt,o. of indnidut buildi.ss: and nvo voune

rouinilisGqtrkingon ?I. ?iftl. ndvl' crerted l+rs dirrlcol,'mn
(^ I *s rt the time), hrd more

F ' l . r  P  '  R  , l  t ? "o  '  \  ou '  - .  r e  i n
Libcld cxndldate nr (hDinlron, crn. Asr "because it Nas ln
. i  t  n -  o  . e  i n J . ' ! . i . . ' l . l  o

'lh ind r nunbq of oiher\ induding a. a'!hit.ct, Cnh.m
Pxne), erve thc rcsidcnls 6ght rn c\tn pu.ch rd J.r,/J/r.
{hich it Fr.viousl\ lackedi ther_ uncrrthed andpGsnted tlre ircE.
,rgned srd eoadcd; and counlillds rnd o6!irk, accu$omqr n

HrckneJ_\ tradihonaUy one-pf
tion,besrn bsuna(hc'er!menhororDcleauvoc

De Beaurcir fousht resourccrullJ_, irguing thar iDprdren,enr rnd
conseNrti,)n Ncre rhe righi a.s!ci, not de{'u.rivc, $eri 'z'ng
de'noliin)n. lhcclimrEinwhn.h'11\asindeed.hxngrgirnddr
CLC\ hitori! buildinss ftcn, rlede,l br the rsocixtion, sc. ln
mo n the machucD nr h{ng xt ler* the squrre.nd nrc bst

' n  ' 9 '  \  m -  ' l r  l o " r  -  ' r c l  h  . :  '
lrndslidc \hich $yeFt lhe co.sdrvatiycsto poNerinll.cknevrs m
rimos cyery ,..ei London borough. Th is F,nitnl ,berrnon \is

imclylbr DeBeauq,n, nr dunng rhe Toriee tlncctearsofconFol
rhcy $opped the bulld.zcc ind set up hv, scNral impn)vcmen.
rfcls. $rhen ] lboun o.cc nore
lron thN, rhe De !.Nvon A$ociation ridcd b.I survels ot tbe
rrca nade bv $udc.rs tiom thc Cenhal Lond.n lolyiechnic \is

rblc rt a further public nrqu14 to droN itselrb.h& brleled and in
conmnd ofthefa4sthan thc nen lion the Torr.lrxlt

Ju* is the initiriivc for r sencnl imp(^ancnt erer canc ton
theresidenG, sodidrhcFlan for road.llsurtsd.sisned to cut doNn
theuseolminor roads to rvoid tnfic. Bui ths rs.cienon, 'n.on-
ceit Nnh No tenmG' asocirtio
6rmlr- held b thc vic$ thst blockingroads * noi moush. Advmtxge
du$betukenof closurtstopro'idemuch needcdpliyandanenitr_
sprce The rcsidcnc clcctd 3 *eeiing gn,up lbr the g.n"er

improvcment arcr, \rhose imprc
i n i i i  "  f d m \ 1 s ' p p l d ' "  " '  ' _ '  '  p e l  s a d  " o F h u n i )
cennc crred out of cl6ed 'oads !.d cnptv sites rnd buildfgs
closcto thc ncwe*!te H.ckne' coDqil is piying for the pr!k.,nd
. o l . h . ,  .  . " d o n , o , .  . ' ! b J  - . d r . . o r ) i ' r o -  n - , '  _

ccntre, $hich residen$ rnll eq
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or otd De BeanoiHe now n3, ss r g
tbis scbde. Locrl peaple h3ve slso been pushing prcposrls to turn
overKingslsndCan.lBrsinforchildrentbo clubsrlongdtlines
ofihe succe$ful sch.ho dt l3linglon's ne,rby Ciry tsesin.

Some rcidcnB and fift3 objected shs ir was praposed to nake
I)emrnent expcrimenbl mad blocks d$isned ro rcmove through
bafrc. De tscauvoir snerilly bick thc pldn, hoss€r. ?eople
recocnire tbe ru$icc of rhc ci3e arsued by renm6' leader, Rers
Cro{loot, lhat tb. Ne* Tosn Esatc, bunr ro densities or around
I3o p.so8 p* acE wirl ljdc pLy sp,cc for noisy, ensgetic
children, has a cliin on *hatover sh6ir,v en be crsted 'nboui
dettuction lom the no.e spdcious Victorian scres immediat€r h
tu nonh, Thi and othe' road closurcs sill provide amenity and
p l , r  6pa t 'N \ . . 1D ,  B rd  ' vo  '  " . !wF , i . , o r l )  n *d !  T l . i l qL i  \
inspe.ror rcc.ptsi tbc case fdr thc closures, Nhich ha!€ n * b.en

ldccd, wh* distinguishes tbe De B.ruv.n A$ociRtion from
mo$ orhermcnity bodics is thn, hdving *.n its initisl hrftlc, n
hjs not srt brcl dd.ontentcd itselfwirh self-.onsdiul*ion $d
snv;onmentalcosmetic, To the annotine of lonc neN.ongrs, n
rm . cmpricr r!! tensti lishrs rd 'afed thc tmpcnturc in thc
area enaud ro disbur4e winklsA'. tsing tmnrs out vis
simpld in orlr eros, so tf,.y curt iled rlcii dcprcdatios in Dc
BE t ro  r .  conp r rd  \  r1  Bb r .bu . r  o '  Lmsbn .Be f  i f qdo r
here lrs bcm lmncd Dd or 3 mild v,ricry. Wcn s,ited , licc
ncrvsprpcr, & a?dul, ahich cnculrtes to r,o@ houscholds rs {cn
rs i(, counci qs and of6ciarsj a

i ,  a  Lq  b r  o re  o r  Lond . , .  r , , 4ae ! . , Jn ,  n ,

Improvmmt progresed in th. rna for ao oiher rsotr. Tic
Benyotr ttsr{ic, which $ill o*ns nuch or rhe rcr md is mn{ced b}
. solid, lons cs rlGhod 6m .r rsd6, xroen & Brorvn, of lslins-
ton, mtcred into thc inpmvcmdr plDs sirh utLusias. Dric
nrom, scdor pahmr in thc lifr, r.ld mc: t h. tiustccs had ihc

do n'. r'hcyl,ven'rhrda penny b!c! rruo n yer. 'Nrtu,lly, thcr
hope to re.p thcir m,triil rN,rd in drc longcr tcm. The e*atc
h{s r.turncd mdy ol thc morc rtn.rivc houscs to single finily
occuparion on rmunc€rivc lsses, bur his b.rchcd thG 6y con'eit
ins other houses inia self coni,incd i,6 foi tc.rnE. lmprovenent
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hlind \nnx. helpea lail\ b\ xn,rhefienrnr in dresirnchous.i ird
nrtrbr al.rshouscs. Hur sLc r!,

p^!s rih!rc !) rcl,ri!e nc!co.rcE lilc \rcn, Yo!ns DJ l'!rs!'.
ounr ol drq spar .mc d'd dhi

ro rh! inkrL*s ol rhcn rdoptud \ il l igr
$or, rnD ldr Th 7n,..- to Norl, ror Shclrcr rod rhc chill l

Polsnf idion Crour. ?]r) bccrnr | (rc$ ind!pc.d!n rh nr i ',-.",
l,.ibour q!,ncllld His lriss rus commtrnitr" .oln,cs irc.
locrls tcllyou. ofrhc l{lnd rhrhas hin i,l{i.ea dcrrtsd \ ifc r, rhs
suprrcmcntrr! bc.crit onic. bero
I'aF!\. is .hrnm?n ol nrc qflrcrrl imrrovenr.nt rrcai sub-q,m-
m,rre! rnd lo{dnor oI& 8.ard, rccko.s ro d.rote 6rkc. orfror.
q c o i n ! s ,  m o n  r  h  r o l u . t i r r  r c i f n i c s  i .  r h c  a r c a i  h n  L '  e .  J o . , .

n,nc {3,ooo \orth of.df{tising ro kee. /t A{trd ru..ria Jii
rrca nc\sFapcr Lons .*?blishcd uc Ll..urotrncs cannor bul
.  i i .  \ . .  o t . l ^ ' , 1 1  . . o . \ : . - f f o n ,
(;rorseshepha . th.\ opposcr.rticulirpoliues 5uqh as,hs rid

sherhlrd, in hF 6ftics. comcs fron a rrmrl\ ofpr. $ drlLqh

ni\ture of homes .nd enPlo\m
R 4 t f  r o , . t \ i t h p ' i d e t o t h e n r r o h h c b i c k a i r d e n  r h e ( ! r . o \ h n
rhe area th$e dals, rher s,d..nd th. sunrnrer hee !o(r in n,mc
De Beauyo,r roids n rerllrqunc rusi. lur the Shephfdsdo.ot

lpposnbn bl,)cr.d the Rsnrcn E**ir nrnas.ncnr proposxh

\or nrdL*r.1,hu,erer. ir.sinotrensireasajeorgcsherhrrd\
p.in..ssho.. Stere All.n. x LIBC udio p$duccr. cxn poinr rrcm
rh. \ in{lo\s or hn.harnrinq rSaos housc ncar rhc bloclt.d.nd ol

h ,  f . , J R o i d  o  r , , .  ,  i c \ b - .  1 q r , r .  / \ ,  ,  , , , , ^ n n  : . 1
scNns hr.hiner. ,s qui. ind rokll! inoftensirei a recond, a !rr
srles 6m \nh a floodln conrpound, is blcrablc; bft rhe rh;d. i
s l r s l x c t r , \ h o h r ' 3 . i e . d h i s o p e m n o . s i n r o e n p ' \ l o s a l l . h o u t .

.\nen, I f@nder.rnrber of nl
!lu,mrn ofihe sencrd nrprcE'reDr ifei n.lrrg grcur, dra\s r
dNnndion b*\ccn quid.job crcarnre poch.6 oL nrdusr \h,clr

_<r=
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d,e inner.nr nroukl N.lemc. iind,ndu*d {liich, cirtr.r b! ns
nxrlrc or brlNsc or rhc ,B\
ieighbour l)cnsuron$${shcsa$,ftonnmc".o\Lo\s rho
rn l cc  r ch i . l cs  i nd  sF r l l o i l  r c r

r d  "  i " o

A De Beruhnne sincc 'ej". Al
sre\ uD in Highbury and h,s \irc Dilrc hNils liom shor.dn.!
TheJ do.or havc ,hc ins or rc
Toomc| Lvho k!{s a scncrul *(rc nd otl liccnce i. rhem;ddl. or
De Bentroir, rcmarks thr, thg a
''s'fecon\rnd sol,!itoGno\,.g inr, drc squrre", on rhe \h.1e the
n , o r ' -  i  L n ' i , . h . '  \ i . t . ' l - i | ' i '

becnuen nnot lmrn . Thus, alrhoucb ithrsr\e.hhorpubs
elrren i. rhc yrDrt qurnc.l r ri1c, x rece.t dr t&l?i suiveY
sho\ed happii\ nonc.t rhcn nxs rt luccu.rbtd to breNen'
n,mricaa.d g,mmisklr. Ar lca$ l,nc dre Sr$e\, does a sdo.l llne r
h'nches, bur \thout 1:'nct 1s1ing
Dukc ol \\illinston, bods a s
hrll b.hi,rd i6 fi ne urd ft cend\ !.dccorrted hish \ridorirn brr

'I ht Dlh!,J Irttlrtsk t p,bLit hor!. htt t b) lann! h ih
L)a&t l. tt () xtill, tha. d?d I lt? Stsaiirt FLIA Kitthor
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The hndlord, Irhh fomcr bant.r Jctry O'Neill, creded tbe
theatie and qrcte one of i$ Fcont plays, a pi€c which dgJt v,b
the problens ofholsins 3t6s in tb. aftai ir won 3n enihu$dt
revies in ?r. Siag? and rejoiced in the drle 60l a d'dd d Aart
Pdd R ad. Yet rhe suc6 of hb Sugrwn lhcairc, of ibe De
]lsuvoir Asociation rnd the ih
show th,t Cod h n,i dsd in Dc le.uroirTos.. Sme propefry
3dverhenens have elkcd Econtly of fish dc leruvon'r'own .
Mereifully, De lduvoir is still f|r frum 6ci.c fosh" Tb,t r onc
of irs chief s&seg lonsmdy it rdain th!r My.


