
Our De Beauvoir Association event at the Talbot 
on 10 October includes a talk by Kate Mitchell of 
Hackney Council on the council’s draft Biodiversity 
Action Plan (BAP).
Although urban, Hackney in fact has the largest 
expanse of green spaces of any of the inner London 
boroughs, with 62 parks, gardens and open 
spaces totalling about 330 hectares. Together with 
domestic gardens, green space accounts for 42 
per cent of the land in the borough (795 hectares). 
Gardens, local parks and even road verges can be 
a refuge for wildlife, and a home to rare flowers, so 
this large area presents a considerable opportunity 
for biodiversity planning and development. Hackney 
is already home to a number of important animals 
and plants, including Britain’s rarest native tree, the 
black oplar, and with the Lea Valley as well as parks 
and gardens, has a wide range of habitats. 

In an urban area, greenery also plays a vital role in 
cleaning the air, reducing the ‘urban heat island’ 
effect (raised temperatures in summer) and helping 
to control water run-off and so reduce flooding. 
Contact with the natural environment can improve 
health and wellbeing.
Hackney Council’s consultation on the Plan is 
running for 12 weeks from 1 August to 24 October 
2011, so this is our chance to find out what is 
proposed, and contribute ideas.
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De Beauvoir Association events
AnnuAl GenerAl MeetinG AnD lecture

Monday 10 October at 7.30 pm
At the Talbot, 109 Mortimer Road, N1 4JY

Come and discuss what the DBA does and elect the committee
Guest speaker – Kate Mitchell, Hackney Council Biodiversity Officer
to talk about a consultation on the draft Biodiversity Action Plan

  (see back page for details)

Do you usually avoid English beer at all costs?  Fed up with the taste of lager?
Think again and join the revival of English brewing. tHe DBA Beer tAStinG features 

bottled beers and ales from some of London’s new independent micro-breweries.
Come along and savour something different and meet the neighbours.

Saturday 15 October at 7.30 pm
St Peter’s Crypt, Northchurch Terrace, London N1 4AD

Admission: £10  (Unwaged £5) Tasting notes and snacks will be provided
For tickets, please contact Andrew Brooke on apbrooke@live.com or ring 

07775 578857 (eves) Over 18s only

enerGy-SAvinG HOMeS in A cOnServAtiOn AreA
Which energy efficient methods are compatible with conservation area houses? 

Who can fit solar panels and wind turbines and where?
Are radical insulation methods and heat exchangers permitted?

What effect will proposed changes to planning law nationally have?
A discussion with Graham loveland, Assistant Director, Planning and regulatory 

Services at Hackney council and other expert speakers
Chair: David Blair, energy correspondent of the Financial Times

Wednesday 23 november at 7.30 in the crypt of St Peter’s Church, Northchurch 
Terrace, London N1 4AD

93 Southgate Road
London N1 3JS
Tel 020 7354 4477
springrosecafe@hotmail.co.uk
Free Wifi
Outside seating at the front
Telephone orders welcome - for collection only

A friendly, family-run local business 
Open seven days Mon-Sat 7 am - 5 pm; Sun 10 am - 3 pm
Hot breakfasts, lunches, sandwiches, burgers, steak, omelettes and much more. 
Freshly squeezed orange juice, freshly made milk shakes. Freshly ground coffee. 
Bread from Raabs in Islington.

Spring Rose Cafe

The centre pages of this issue are a survey for St Peter’s church; please complete this and return.

BIODIVERSITY AT THE AGM

PlAnninG FOr neXt yeAr’S PArty in 
tHe PArK  is under way. If you would like to 
be involved, please come to a meeting on 
Wednesday 30th November at 8 pm. Email info@
debeauvoir.org.uk for details.



The heirs of “Moleman” William Lyttle have 
appealed against Hackney Council’s refusal of 
planning permission to redevelop the site of 
his ruined house at the corner of Mortimer and 
Stamford Road. Andrew Fraser, who features in the 
BBC TV series Heirhunters, applied on their behalf 
to build a pair of substantial houses on the site. The 
council cited “excessive bulk, massing, site coverage 
and failure to maintain the existing gap with 
adjacent properties”. 

The application was for a pair of houses, one 
five-bedroom and one four-bedroom. A previous 
application to build a block of flats on the site was 
also refused. The council’s stated position has been 
that Lyttle’s pair of semi-detached houses should be 
restored.

Lyttle died last year but not before a series of legal 
actions by Hackney to stop him tunnelling under 
the property and finally to evict him. The council 
incurred a bill of several hundred thousand pounds 
shoring the house up. Fraser had the roof and 
top of the walls removed last year to allow the 
scaffolding to be taken down in order to stop the 
bills mounting.

The final decision on the application will lie with the 
Planning Inspectorate.

----

Has anyone noticed the recent rash of changes 
along Kingsland road? The vintage clothing 
business, booming around hugely trendy Brick Lane, 
has moved close to De Beauvoir with the opening 
of Storm in a Teacup at no 366. Details at http://
www.storminateacuplondon.com/ More about the 
bugeoning local fashion scene in Barbara Walshe’s 
article on page 5.

Further up is the newly opened restaurant Power 
Lunches at 446 and at 482 Vanillaz, an evening 
“fusion diner/shakes bar” that also offers shisha 
pipes. And up near the Oxfam shop is the charming 
but low-key Betty’s café at number 510B. It has been 
open for six months but has not got a proper sign 
and has not shouted its presence.

Fashionable eatery A Little of What you Fancy, still 
with its rather anonymous frontage more than a 
year after it opened, seems to be very successful at 
number 464. Time Out gave it four stars out of five. 
http://alittleofwhatyoufancy.info/

And it looks as if De Beauvoir itself is getting a 

new venue.  A “bar/kitchen/stage/gallery” called 
Waterline and to be located at 46A De Beauvoir 
Crescent is advertising on the Gumtree website 
for staff. That is part of a new commercial and 
residential development and would appear to have 
access from the Canal towpath as well as the street.

The Duke of York at the corner of Downham Road 
and Hertford Road is expected to reopen soon 
despite the refusal of a late drinking licence by 
Hackney Council. The owners also run Off Broadway 
in Broadway Market.

Across the Islington boundary in Southgate Road 
is the Spring Rose café; special thanks to owner 
Dennis for sponsoring this issue of the newsletter. 
When we dropped by recently we found the place 
newly redecorated with an attractive mural and 
learned that Dennis is expecting to expand his space 
towards the rear soon.

Along that same parade of shops, Bavo restaurant 
has closed and we hear the premises will reopen 
soon as an Argentine bodega and steak house.

The TRA on the lockner estate have updated their 
website http://locknerestate.com with an extensive 
and frustrated exchange with Hackney Homes about 
the difficulty in getting repairs and maintenance 
done.

----

De Beauvoir seems to have emerged lightly from 
the riots despite some damage in Kingsland Road 
and the Dalston Cross shopping centre nearby. 
There was a vicious mugging in De Beauvoir Square, 
which may or may not have been connected, and 
some bricks were stolen from a home in Mortimer 
Road on the afternoon of the riots in Hackney. Local 
councillors also reported a second mugging nearby 
in Kingsland Road, and a brick put through an office 
window on Orsman Road.

---

Summer 2011 has been yet another trophy winning 
season for the Mighty, Mighty De Beauvoir Warriors 
cricket team with victory over Stoke Newington.  
Unfortunately the Hackney Ashes was lost and 
resides once more behind the bar at the Baring Pub. 

Anybody who is keen to join and play for the War-
riors please contact Kevin Read or Russell Toone on 
readkevin@gmail.com or Russell.Toone@sothebys.
com. 

the Hackney Debates
with George Alagiah, 
BBc news Presenter
and other expert speakers

Debate No 3 in this series will take on 
issues of media regulation and ownership, 
phone hacking and journalistic ethics, and 
public responsibility.

Friday 4 November at 7.30 pm
St Peter’s Church, De Beauvoir Road, N1 
4DA

AROUND THE TOWN
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tHe rOSeMAry BrAncH
2 Shepperton Road, N1 3DT 
www.rosemarybranch.co.uk 
Tel: 020 7704 6665  24-hour box office. 

A Dinner engagement

An impoverished English aristocrat attempts to 
marry off his daughter. Double bill with comedy on 
the Bridge

29 September 2011 to 2 October 2011. 19:30. Oct 1 
Matinee 15:00

the Mikado with charles court Opera

5 October 2011 to 23 October 2011. Oct 
5,7,8,13,14,19,20,22 at 19:30. Oct 8,9,22,23 Matinees 
15:00

the Zoo and trial by Jury with charles court 
Opera

6 October 2011 to 16 October 2011. Oct 6,11,15 at 
19:30. Oct 15,16 Mats 15:00

Passing On, part of the Suspense Puppetry 
Festival

29-31 Oct 19:00 plus 15:00 on 29 and 30 Oct

De BeAuvOir GArDenerS
www.debeauvoirgardeners.org.uk 
The club meets in the crypt of St. Peter’s Church, on 
the first Tuesday of the month at 8pm.  

Annual subscriptions: Single £20; Couple £30; 
Concessions £15 and £20

Oct 4 PREPARING FOR AUTUMN AND WINTER - 
speaker and workshop

Nov 1 HISTORICAL GARDENS OR PHOTOGRAPHY 
TOPIC

Dec 6 CHRISTMAS QUIZ and mulled wine

tHe DuKe OF WellinGtOn
119 Balls Pond Road, N1 4BL 
Tel: 020 7275 7640 
www.thedukeofwellingtonN1.com 
email: info@the dukeofwellingtonN1.com 
CINEMA CLUB (1st and 3rd Sundays every month; 
films start at 8pm, free entry)

2 October DANIEL JOHNSTON

The Devil and Daniel Johnston (2005)
16 October CHRIS MARKER: Sans Soleil (1983)

FreeDOM cluB
For the over-60s and friends. Trips, films and talks, 
usually Tuesdays 1-3 pm at the Scolt Head. Call 
Romee Day on (020) 7226 5231 for details.  Trip this 
month: 11 Oct – Hackney Museum.

tHe ScOlt HeAD
107A Culford Road
Every Monday 8:00 pm: pub quiz

NEWS IN BRIEF



Graham Parsey, chair of the Kingsland Conservation 
Area Advisory Committee (KCAAC) and an important 
figure in the modern history of De Beauvoir, died on 
30 July after a battle with cancer of the oesophagus. 
Graham was former associate director of the 
international architectural practice DEGW, which 
confirmed his death to the DBA. He was 72.

In the late 1960s, when much of the area was under 
threat of demolition, Graham was one of a group 
of people who fought the plans. Later he was 
instrumental in getting many of the roads through 
the area closed to through traffic and extended 
verges installed around De Beauvoir Square in place 
of lorry parking.

The area between Downham Road and the canal 
as well as the east side of De 
Beauvoir Square had been cleared 
in the early 1960s. A further plan 
presented by Hackney Council in 
1969 would have seen most of 
the rest demolished up to Balls 
Pond Road, except for De Beauvoir 
Square and part of Northchurch 
Terrace. Graham feared the whole 
area would be covered with 
estates like the Lockner, which had 
already been built.

The DBA was formed in 1968 by 
campaigners including Graham 
who knew the plans were coming 
and were determined to fight 
them. Crucially, they succeeded in 
1970 in getting the area declared 
a “General Improvement Area” by 
Hackney Council under the 1969 
Housing Act, which allowed what is now the De 
Beauvoir conservation area to be saved.

Graham wrote about the work to save De Beauvoir 
in this newsletter but modestly said little about his 
own role. He was a repository of knowledge about 
the history of the area and when a speaker from the 
Hackney Society took a group on a guided tour of 
the area last year, he expanded authoritatively on 
her explanations.

He had an impish humour. In a recent email he 
recalled how he had been involved in suggesting 
new names for streets in De Beauvoir. This was 
required by the fire brigade so that streets where 

there was no through traffic had different names. 
The 150 or so names he suggested were mainly 
places in Essex and Suffolk, where the Benyon family 
owned land, or related to the family. However, he 
also included music hall artistes Harry Champion 
and Marie Lloyd, who had connections with De 
Beauvoir, and Vladimir Lenin because of a Russian 
political meeting that took place in Southgate 
Road in 1907 and which was attended by the future 
leader.

“‘Music Hall’ offended the sensibilities of many as too 
down-market,” Graham wrote. “But the real rejection,” 
he added, “centred around the inclusion of Lenin 
as a potential name … NO WAY was Lenin to be 
entertained by the meeting.”

Graham retained a passionate 
interest in the area, taking on 
the role of chair of the KCAAC 
some years ago, to spearhead De 
Beauvoir’s response to planning 
applications. When plans for the 
redevelopment of the Kingsland 
Basin, currently under way, were 
presented at a public display in 
2009 he was one of few people 
from the area to attend.

Graham’s colleague at DEGW, 
John Worthington, summed 
up his professional work in 
an encomium. “He was a 
master at sustaining long-term 
relationships, an attribute worth 
reminding ourselves of in a fast 
moving world which expects 

instant gratification. Graham, however, was always 
prepared to give with an unwavering confidence in 
human nature that he would gain in understanding 
and experience,” he wrote.

He referred also to Graham’s passion for Suffolk, 
where he was born and grew up, and of his pride 
in his three children. “Graham was a gentleman, 
considerate, respectful of others, firm in his beliefs 
but never dominating,” wrote Worthington.

His death is a sad loss to his friends and family and 
anyone who cares about the built environment.

Paul Bolding                                                            DBA
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GRAHAM PARSEY 

With the summer well and truly over, there is a 
sudden pick up in activities in the area. As well as 
our AGM and beer tasting in October, advertised 
on the cover of this newsletter, November sees our 
discussion on what energy-saving measures are 
allowed in homes in a conservation area and the 
media debate at St Peter’s.

Looking back, hundreds of people enjoyed our 
seventh annual Party in the Park on Saturday, 9 July. 
We can be proud of a successful, locally-run event 
that brings people in the area together. 

We had good weather which helped the event go 
with a bang and the universal opinion was 
that everyone had great fun. If you enjoyed 
it, please think about helping next time.

Huge thanks to the many local 
organisations, groups and individuals 
who helped in so many ways with 
the preparation, with donations and 
on the day. Thank you for coming, 
if you did. Any money you spent 
on cakes, tea, Pimms, second-hand 
books or raffle and tombola tickets 
goes directly to fund the event and 
make sure it can happen again next 
year. 

We are very grateful to the Benyon Estate 
whose donation also contributed  to 
making it possible.

We made a few tweaks to the formula of previous 
years but basically, we stuck to the winning pattern:
- Free books and toys for children

- Free face painting, bouncy castle and 
magician
- Sale of cakes baked by local people and 
books and DVDs donated to us
- Lots of stalls and activities provided by 
local organisations
- Brass band
- Visit by the local Safer Neighbourhood 
Team plus motorcycle and mounted police
- Fire Engine and St John Ambulance

Dignitaries joined us including Meg Hillier MP and 
Hackney deputy speaker Cllr Jessica Webb, who was 
also kind enough to draw the raffle.

Despite the really dodgy weather, a planned 
picnic in De Beauvoir Square went ahead 

on 4 September with a sort of “we will 
not be beaten by a bit of rain” spirit 
- and then moved promptly indoors 
to a nearby home when the heavens 
opened! A dozen or so local residents 
had a fine time, and enjoyed the 
chance to get to know each other. 
This was a rather impromptu try-out, 
and there wasn’t time therefore to get 
it into the DBA Newsletter, so it was 
advertised via the DBA’s email. If you 
would like to come to the next one and 

are not already on our email list, please 
contact info@debeauvoir.org.uk.

(Picture above DBA Chair Andrew Brooke and Meg 
Hillier MP)

EDITORIAL



London Fashion Week may have come and gone 
in a paparazzi flash, but the burgeoning fashion 
scene in Dalston and De Beauvoir is definitely 
here to stay. 

Vintage clothes lovers have long been drawn to 
this area.  For years, people popping into charity 
shops like Oxfam on Kingsland Road (514-518) 
and St Vincent de Paul (484-486) have been sure 
of nabbing a fashion bargain.  

But the area’s cool credentials have risen fast 
since then.  Three years ago, De Beauvoir became 
the base for London College of Fashion’s Centre 
for Sustainable Fashion (2-4 Southgate Road), 
and a clutch of high fashion stores – independent 
and established – have made it their home since. 

In 2010, fashion editor and designer Amechi 
Ihenacho opened The Pattern Market on King-
sland Road (no 484-486), selling an eclectic mix of 
furniture, fashion, art and books.  More recently, 
stylist Joe Miller and his girlfriend, model Claudia 
Raba, opened Storm in a Teacup (366), a luxury 
vintage boutique selling designer mens and 
womenswear ranging from Martin Margiela to 
Vivienne Westwood.  

And if there was any doubt left that Dalston is 
where it’s at, the decision by cult vintage store 
Beyond Retro (92-100 Stoke Newington Road) to 
open its warehouse-like doors here last month 
put paid to it. 

Stylist and local resident Ellie Stidolph is not 
surprised the fashion industry has made De Beau-
voir its catwalk. Working regularly for artists like 
Katie B and Manic Street Preachers, she says: “My 
first introduction to the area was as an intern for 
Plastique fashion magazine when I was sent to 
find a particular African shop on Kingsland Road 
for a tribal shoot.  I was fascinated by this magical 
sounding place ‘De Beauvoir Town’.  I’ve now been 
living here four years.”

The move has proved a wise personal decision 
but increasingly a professional one also.  “I no lon-
ger have to trudge down to Shoreditch to choose 
a dress from the multitude of vintage shops or 
go into town to prep for a job; it’s all here on my 
doorstep.”  

And if she needs some inspiration, it’s every-
where. “The street style is amazing.  You only have 
to sit in the local pubs on Fridays to see beautiful 
fashion folk and the 149 bus has more amazing 
looks than all the shows at LFW put together.”

Of course, all this throws up the biggest fashion 
fear of all – becoming overexposed.  “It would be 
nice if De Beauvoir manages to keep its individual 
feel,” says Ellie.  Only time will tell if that happens.  
In the meantime, let’s enjoy our moment in the 
spotlight.  

Barbara Walshe
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The name of our area has no historic connection 
with the celebrated French feminist Simone De 
Beauvoir but there is a link: one local resident met 
the author before her death.

By Pat Wheeler
The backdrop was the ‘events’ of May 1968 
in Paris, when student protests led to the 
occupation of the Sorbonne and two weeks of 
a general strike by 11 million French workers, 
two-thirds of the workforce.  The French Left, 
notably Jean-Paul Sartre and Simone de Beauvoir, 
supported the students and the popular uprising 
which followed a police crackdown on the Latin 
Quarter.  It all started on Friday 10 
May, the day when I left London 
for Paris for an interview with 
Simone de Beauvoir, the subject of 
my master’s thesis.

A French philosopher and novelist, 
Simone de Beauvoir (1908 – 1986) 
was a Parisian born and bred. 
She is best known in the English-
speaking world as the author of 
the feminist treatise “The Second 
Sex” (1949) which inspired a whole 
generation of postwar feminists, in America as 
well as in Europe.  She was the lifelong partner 
of the guru of French existentialism, Sartre, 
who died in 1980. Fortunately, her books are 
much more readable than his, either in French 
or English, especially “The Mandarins” (1954), 
a novel about the group of leftwing writers 
and activists in Paris to which she and Sartre 
belonged in the 1940s and 1950s.

I had decided, because my thesis subject was 
very much alive, that I really ought to try to meet 
her.  So, a couple of months earlier, I had written 
to her via her publishers Gallimard, asking for an 
interview.  She suggested a weekend meeting, 
which I had requested.  But I misread the date – 
it’s easy to mistake a French handwritten “1” for 
a “7” and realised too late that I had missed the 
appointment.  So I wrote again and asked for 
another, and she offered me 4 p.m. on Saturday, 
11 May 1968.  She could not have known that 
there would be something akin to a new French 
Revolution in progress that day.  And I, on an 
overnight cross-Channel ferry without radio 

news or indeed any news at all, had no idea until 
I arrived in Paris on the Saturday morning, that 
things were far from normal.  

Simone herself lived in a ground-floor flat in 
the Latin Quarter, and when I headed in that 
direction along the Boulevard St Michel I saw a 
phalanx of riot police completely blocking the 
boulevard and moving menacingly towards 
another phalanx of young people advancing in 
their turn.  Meanwhile Parisians in the pavement 
cafés along the boulevard were calmly sipping 
their drinks and viewing the scene from behind 
the glassed-in café fronts.  With the London 

protests against the Vietnam 
War fresh in my mind, this did 
not seem so very extraordinary, 
and I arrived at Simone’s with my 
notebook promptly at 4 p.m.  Like 
the conscientious former teacher 
and academic she was, she had 
duly kept the appointment and 
answered all my questions about 
her work.  She explained the riots 
to me too, as a protest by the 
young generation against the De 
Gaulle government and its harsh 

treatment of dissenters.  In elections later that 
year, the Government was returned with a bigger 
vote, but “May 1968” moved French society away 
from its postwar conservatism and sparked off 
more youth protests across Europe.

Sadly, although the thesis itself is still on my shelf, 
I find very little reference to this meeting, except 
the following:  “When I met Madame de Beauvoir 
in 1968 she made it quite clear that she intended 
Monique (the anti-heroine of La Femme Rompue 
(A Woman Destroyed, 1967) to illustrate the 
dangers of a ‘tremendous selfishness’.  Monique 
has abdicated her interior freedom by self-
evasion, looking for fulfilment entirely through 
home, husband and children, and has never 
had the courage to attack any of the personal 
enterprises of which she would have been 
capable.”  I think I had expressed some sympathy 
for poor Monique, abandoned in middle age by 
her husband, but Simone, herself an arch-apostle 
of free love, was having none of it.  Quite a lesson 
from one of the 20th century’s leading feminists. 

DE BEAUVOIR MEETS DE BEAUVOIR

DBA

THE HEIGHT OF FASHION

Ellie Stidolph

CANCER RESEARCH CHALLENGE
Tottenham Road resident James Miller is visiting all 92 league football clubs in October to raise money 
for research into pancreatic cancer at Liverpool University.  He will be doing it by public transport and, 
to make it harder, alphabetically. Go to http://anonw.wordpress.com/92-clubs/ to see his schedule and 
donate. James is also looking for any suggestions about his route.
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