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"AT LAST it's ours" said Graham Parsey 
following the-crucial meeting in Oct
ober with Council leader Martin Otto
langui and Cllr Bob l1asters, with a 
small group of resident representa~ 
tives. The meeting had been called to 
try to resolve the three year effort 
to obtain the vacant factory at No 12 
Ufton Road for community use. 

The scheme - which was covered in De 
Beaver 17 as long ego as September 74-
will provide for all-year covered play 
space adjacent to the adventure park, 
accommodation for youth activities, 
and in the longer term a sports hall, 
meeting hall and a centre for local 
groups. Providing complementary act
ivities to the nearby Rose Lipman 
Centre, the scheme will form part of 
the proposed mini-park which will be 
constructed on the vacant former pre
fab sites at the junction of Ufton and 
Downham Roads in a couple of years 
time. 

Martin Ottolangui confirmed that since 
the residents were not seeking any an
nual grants towards the running of the 
project there was no obstacle to an 
immediate go-ahead, and also no need 
to go back through all the Council 
committees, since the scheme had been 
agreed in principle in January 1975. 
MYSTIFIED 
However the residents are now mystified 
because, despite the leader keeping his 
undertaking and directing the Officers 
to make an immediate start, they now 
understand that the Officers insist 
that it must yet again go through all 
the Council committees, causing further 
delay, and that the decision arrived 
too late to be dealt with before Jan
uary at the earliest. 

COUNCil FAilS 
IENANTS 

HACKNEY COUNCIL is fail ing to use its 
powers to make landlords improve living 
conditions in privately rented homes 
in De Beauvoir - even in general im
provement areas in which the Council 
is supposed to be encouraging and en
forcing improvements. 

Residents on the Council's official 
GIA housing committee are disheartened 
by the lack of progress. Says one mem
ber "How can they expect us to carry 
on going to meetings, passing houses 
we know are in disrepair on the \o/ay, 
and then just sit there talking?" 

One house in De Beauvoir Rd - is half 
demolished, and now the District Sur
veyor has intervened and put a danger
ous structure notice on the property. 
Families are living in other poor and 
unimproved houses in the GIAs six 
years after the first GIA \vas declared . 
COUNCIL CAN BUY 
The Council can buy neglected houses, 
compulsorily or by agreement, or it 
can serve compulsory improvement no
tice s on landl ords. But s o far it has 
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NICK ON STAGE photo, ROGER PERRY 

NICK EDI1ETT, the fast rising cabaret 
star, has been booked for December 
18th at the Rose Lipman, for the 
CANDLELIGHT CABARET PARTY (Tickets 
£1.50, all proceeds towards the 
Ufton Road Factory Project and the 
Adventure Playground). 

\-le went to see his show at the Tram
shed in Woolwich, with Doris and Peter 
Kibblewhite, and had a smashing even
ing. He danced and sang and tore the 
heart-strings not only from Marlene, 
as seen above (yes, there is a beard 
as well) but also from Kipling and 
Shakespeare. He was backed up by an 
excellent variety of singing acts. 
Everybody "Jas brought in to the show, 
there was rhyming slang, games and 
asides. The excitement and involvement 
really worked up, and at the end we 
didn't want to go home! 

0,1 December 18th he ,,-ill be 'Ji th the 
Free Form Cabaret, with Jane Lee, 
Noreen Kershaw and Martin Goodrich. 

Food will be included in the ticket 
price, and there will be a ~icensed 
bar and disco. So make note of the 
date: 18 December; time: ' 7 till 11; 
and get your tickets at the Rose 
Lipman Library. 

Guy Gervis 

not used the compulsory purchase or 
improvement powers, although officers 
are considering serving a notice on 
one house in Ufton Road. 
RARELY REHOUSE 
Another failing of the Council is that 
it will rarely, if ever, rehouse ten~ 
ants, either temporarily or permanently 
to allow landlords to improve their 
properties. So the work goes on around 
their heads, as has happened recently 
to a woman in Englefield Road, or the 

.landlord refuses to begin work. 
LOCAL INITIATIVE 
The residents' steering committee 
recommended use of compulsory purchase 
in its first report (a report which 
was 11lidely praised). But the Council 
has ignored that recommendation. I1rs 
Marjorie Young, a tenants' represent
ative, has twice taken initiatives, 
the first time to get tenants in De 
Beauvoir Square to serve notices them
selves, the second time to lead a 
deputation to the Council. 

Last year Councillor Stuart ' . .Jeir put 
forward a proposal in the Council 
chamber that Hackney should compulsor
ily acquire neglected houses in the 
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PETER SHORE GREETS THE HOWETTS photo, GRAHAM PARSEY 

PETER SHORE, Environment Minister, PRESERVE THE STREET 
came to De Beauvoir on November 17th "The days of the bulldoierare over," 
to open No 107a 110rtimer Road, one of he said. "In the community liFe of In-
the new Council system-built houses ner London, the street has played as 
at the corner of EngleField Road where important a part as the village has 
the library used to stand. in rural liFe. I think we do now re

He handed over the keys to the new 
tenants Derick and Doreen Howett and 
their daughters Debra, Diana and 
Amanda, at a ceremony attended by 
local MP's Ron Brown and Stanley Clin
ton Davies, the Mayor and Council lead
ers headed by Martin Ottolangui. 
DELIGHTED 
AFter 17 years on the housing list the 
Hmvetts were del ighted with their new 
home, away From their Stoke Newington 
basement to a centrally heated 3 storey 
house with inside '''C,a bathroom and 
hot water at last. 

Explaining why a cabinet minister 
should ·.ris:' t Dc Beauvoir expressly to 

open a comparatively small develop
ment, Peter Shore said that the Coun
cil's policies in the De Beauvoir area 
represented the very kind of policy 
that his department were pursuing for 
urban rene'N"al in inner ci t y areas. 

HELEN VIEWS THE DAMAGE 
EXAMINING THE HOLE in her garden wall, 
Helen Rosenfeld wonders how many 
accidents there will have to be at the 
junction of Buckingham and CuI ford Rds 
before the road signing there is im
proved. 

The hole in the wall, on the Bucking
ham Rd side of 141 Culford Rd,appeared 
during the last week in October when 
a car careered across the pavement on 
the rebound after one of the frequent 
accidents at the junction. 

cognise the importance of preserving 
the street and preserving what people 
know and understand." 

I·Thilst stressing that the earl ier 
schemes were right at the time, he 
continued: "Mos t of us recognise that 
the design of housing on these large 
cleared sites was often ill-conceived 
and that in going for tower blocks or 
large brock estates insufficient ac
count was taken of the human factor. 
1:1e must keep communi ties together." 

No 107a is the 100th house completed 
in the borough by the Qwickbild system, 
the other sites in De Beauvoir are at 
Hertford, De Beauvoir.and Ardleigh Rds. 

Graham Parsey 

What do other- tenantsth-ink of the new 
houses? Ann Humphry went to Ardleigh 
Rd to Find out. 

see page % 

photo, ~EREMY HAMAND 

dark when the crash took place, and 
the children had gone in." 
INADEQUATE MARKING 
"Buckingham Rd is inadequately marked 
and without signs at this junction," 
she says. "TrafFic heading westwards 
nas priority at the De Beauvoir Road 
junction and expects the eulford Road 
junction to be the same. In poor light 
or when the sun is setting, the lines 
on the road are almos t invi s i bl e . " 

GIAs. The Council amended this to "If it had happened at the same time 

The Council claims to have had no let
ters of complaint from the public 
about the Junction, although Helen 
Rosenfeld says she has written to them 
twice without response. 

cover neglected houses throughout the a fe\v \,eeks earlier, children \~ould 
Borough of Hackney, but it's just talk . have been playing on the pavement at 
They actually do nothing. that very spot. Fortunatel it was J eremy Hamand 

~~~~~~~~~~~------------------~~~~~ 
London Borough of Hackney: Baths and Recreation Division watch posters for cletaUs 

ENGLE FIELD RD LAUNDRETTE 
at rear of Baths waiting room fully automatic pram store available 
OPEN: Mon, Tues, Thur, Fri S Sat 8am-7·30pm; last wash 6·30 
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to fit in with the local style of 
archi tecture. 

Standing on sites ' .. here bombs fell 
during the war, they replace outcrops THE RESIDENTS of Ufton Grove and 

Ufton Road could scarcely believe 
their eyes last August when they saw 
a toilet block being built in the 
back garden of number 110 Southgate 
Road, which runs down the side of 
Ufton Grove. Do we need a public con
venience here? they asked one another. 

"We might as well have had a public 
convenience buil t in the road itself," 
said Mrs.Mabel Hall, the Ufton repres
entative on the advisory committee of 
the General Improvement Area. 

Just as the roof stage of the toilets 
was reached, the new owners of No.16 
Ufton Grove, Ann and Derek Humphry, 
arrived to move in and were amazed to 
see what was happening within 20 feet 
of their front door. 
NO PLANNING APPLICATION 
Considerably staggered at this, 
Mr. Humphry cycled down to the Town 
Hall and asked to look at the Planning 
Register. It contained no mention of 
any planning application for No.110, 
which is owned by the Benyon Trust and 
managed by Brown and Brown. 

The last occupants were squatters but 
previously Mr.A. Hawkings (who died 
two years ago) had run his photo
graphic business from the outbuildings. 

Complaints to the Town Hall Planning 
Department by Mrs.Hall and Mr.Humphry 
brought responses that the matter was 
being looked into. Mr.Humphry wrote 
to Brown and Brown for clarification. 
The firm's reply brought no mention 
of there being a toilet block. 
'ILL-INFORMED'? 
Brown and Brown expressed annoyance 
that_,they had been the subject of "so 
much rumour circulated during the 
last few months by ill-informed per
sons". Explaining HThe use of the prem
ises has yet to be finalised but there 
is no question of their being allowed 
to be occupied as a factory." 

Yet the Planning Department had no 
illusions about it beingoa toilet. 
"I would inform you that the building 
of the toilet block falls within Class 
IV of the Town and Country Planning 
General Development Order, 1973," 
wrote Mr.T.R.W.Roberts, the Borough 
Architect and Planning Officer. 

"Whatever class of whichever order it 
is, it looks ghastly," Mr.Humphry 
told De Beaver. 
BELATED 
The Planning Department is in no 
doubt that the other building works, 
to ~e walls surrounding the 100 block, 
are unauthorised. 

But that is of little consequence, 
because Mr. Roberts said in his last 
letter: "An application will be submi t
ted by Messrs. Brown and Brown to 

JUBilEE WAlK? 
THERE IS STILL no definite date for 
the opening of the towpath through 
Hackney but several things have happen
ed in recent months. 

Many walkers in the new town will have 
seen the towpath being dug up during 
the summer. A ~able trench has been 
laid and the towpath restored as a con
crete slab walkway. The earth areas 
next to the walkway have yet to be 
turfed or planted and steps down to 
the towpath level will be needed before 
the pleasures of a canalside walk to 
Victoria Park are open to all. The 
towpath in Islington has been opened 
already for a couple of years. Recent-

it was extended as far as Stert's 

I PETER CAVE I 
55 BALLS POND ROAD 

Re - Upholstery of every description 

TEL: DAY and NIGHT 249-0501 

of post-war 'prefabs', although for 
reasons best known to Hackney Council 
and the GLC the four sites have been 
unoccupied (except for vegetable gar
deners - see De Beaver December '74) 
for four and a half years until now. 
IN KEEPING 
The objective of the project has been 
to fill these sites with homes in 
keeping with the building style of the 
mid-1800's, yet much cheaper to build 
than tradi tionally-buil t houses \vould 
have been. Construction is by the use 
of wooden frames clad with bricks 
matching those used in the rest of De 
Beauvoir Town. The houses have wooden 
sash windows, and where elaborate 
mouldings on cornices and doorways 
are needed, simulated fittings have 

' been manufactured from fibreglass. 
NEW TENANTS 
Each house is equipped with gas 
central heating and has a hall, utility 
room, lounge, bathroom, one or two 
toilets and three bedrooms as well as 
front and rear gardens. Of the tenants 
interviewed, about half came from the 
~ew Town while the remainder had trans
ferred from other housing in the Bor
ough of Hackney. 
GARDENS 
Apart from a few minor complaints over 
the usual moving-in difficulties, res
idents' level of satisfaction is high 
and indeed enthusiastic. People find 
the rooms large and comfortable, the 
noise level low, and they feel that 
the front and rear gardens are ideal 
play areas for small children. 
ENTHUSIASM 
Some new tenants are worried about 
heavy traffic on Ardleigh Road which 
is the result of Heavy vehicles cutting 
through from Southgate Road to Engle
field Road. However this seems a mere 
trifle compared to the enthusiasm 
most people express over their new 
homes, particularly those mothers 
with small children who previously 
endured fourteenth and fifteenth 
ey flats in tower blocks. 

In every case residents are paying a 
rent which is higher than in their 
previous accommodation, but they feel 
that it is worth the extra money. This 
is obviously the honeymoon period for 
the new occupants; as one lady ob
served, "It's just plain lovely to be 
here, but perhaps too soon to tell 
everything. Come back in six months' 
time." Which indeed we will. 

Ann Humphry 

retain the east wall with raised height 
and to reduce the north wall to seven 
feet." 

Hr.Humphry commented: "It seems in
credible that our planning laws are 
so weak that you can build something 
first, in this case the walls, and then 
ask for permission afterwards." 

Lock (behind Arlington Avenue) and 
includes the "Narrow Boat" public house 
as a port-of call. 
NEW BRIDGE 
There will be an increasing number of 
boats using the canal. The newly com
pleted weirs are designed to stop pos
sible flooding of-London and mean that 
crews will be able to pass at all hours 
not just lock-keeper hours. The towpath 
bridge over the entrance to Kingsland 
Basin has been rebuilt. The old bridge 
was unsafe and in urgent need of re
placement. 
WATER FESTIVAL 
A big boating attraction next year 
be the ':later Festival on the canal 
to Victoria Park to celebrate the 
Queen's jubilee. vlould it be too much 
to hope that the towpath will be open 
by then to allow De Beauvoir residents 
to walk there by the side of the 

Alan 
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We buy anything 

HEAL H: OW YOU 
LOSE OUI 
As far as heal tb services are concern
ed, we live in a deprived district of 
a deprived area . For example, our 
heal th district - Hac}:ney and the 
City - is worse off for health visit
ors than any other London district, 
'.d th only 1 9, each serving a p opul a
tion of over 11,000. (Tower Hamlets 
have 1 per 7,600 and South Camden 1 
per 3,100 . ) Our full quota, according 
to the DoH, 'Hould be 70. 

too large! So our councillors are out
numbered by health staff and others 
who know little of Hackney's health 
problems. 
IN THE SHADOW 
This might not be so bad if there were 
a CHC to put the distinctive voice of 
Hackney. Here again we lose out. Hack
ney has to share its CHG with the City 
of London. The City with its prestige 
(and St.Bartholemews Hospital) puts 
Hackney's mse for more resources ri 
into tihe shade. 
2Y2 TIMES 
All other AHA's have populations lower 
than ours. Hillingdon has 235,000, 
Barnet has 307,000, Enfield-Rarringey 
has 508,000, Camden-Islington has 
409,000, but East London (ours) has 
627,000 -- 2~ times that of Hillingdon. 

61 Mortimer Road 
London N.I. 5AR 

Speaking at the De Beauvoir Association 
AGM, Mr Peter Rockliff, section admin
istrator for our Area, gzve more de
pressing statistics., and forecasts of 
further cut-bacKs. 

Camden has two CRC's (one per 104,000 .... - ............ - .............. 

The hospital reorganisation plans he 
described have been reported at length 
in the Hackney Gazette. Bu t as was 
pointed out at the AGH, our area and 
district are not only deprived of 
adequate resources, they are also de
prived of proper popular represent
ation on the official bodies set up t o 
give local people the right to critic
ise present facilities and future 
pl ans. 
ALAN RAYNER explains: 
IN 1 974 the Real th Service was re
organised. Gone were the old secret 
committees deciding what was to happen 
to our hospitals and clinics. Instead 
we have Regional, Area and District 
Health Authorities on which you and I 
are represented by some of our local 
councillors. In addition, each district 
has a Con~unity Health Council (CHC) 
on which nominated members of the 
public join with local councillors. 

The CHC has the right to inspect local 
hospi tal s--and cl inics and make propos
als for improvements as well as com
menting on health service proposals, 
on our behal f . 
LOUDER VOICES 
In theory the voice of the public is 
heard. However the voices of some 
places are heard louder than others. 
Host London boroughs have either an 
Area Health Authority to them~elves 
(AHA) or share with just ONE other 
borough. '~i thin each AHA there are one 
or two community health councils for 
the area of each borough. In Hackney 
we lose out. 

Hackney has to share its AHA with THREE 
other boroughs (Newham, Tower Hamlets 
and the City of London). This means 
(among other things) that we have fewer 
of our councillors on the AHA than do 
other London boroughs. To have the 
normal number would make the meetings 

people) whereas Hackney has half of 
one CHC (one per 440,000). 
HIGH DEATH RATE 
The death rate in East London is well 
over 10% higher than the national 
average. However East London has but 
an equal voice to Hillingdon (who 
have 62~% fewer people and a death 
rate of 14% under the national average 
Even \~hat money does come to East Lon
don does not all benefit local people. 
A lot goes to Bart's (but counts as 
coming to the Ci ty and Hackney). Only 
20% of the patients at Bart's are 
local people - some come from Hilling
don; how many Hackney people use the 
hospitals of Rillingdon (other than 
the serious burns unit at Mount Ver
non) - ? Is it not about time that 
Hackney had a fair deal? A community 
heal th council of our own ,,,ould be a 
good start. 
o 
Details of our local CHC are available 
from 11rs.Pat Gordon at Room 6, The 
Health Centre, 210 Kingsland Road. 

NOISE MISERY 
ENTERS 2nd year 
OCTOBER 29 was to have been a great 
day in Southgate Grove. The Kafa 
table company (who produce furniture 
at 1A Southgate Grove) were to go be
fore the local magistrate and explain 
why they were still making a noise 
and disturbing the daytime peace of 
the local residents. Alas it did not 
happen and spirits '"ere low as some 
of these residents left the court to 
return home in the pouring rain. The 
previous case (involving drunken 
driving and a Tasmanian driving li
cence) ran over its time and so left 
no ti~e for the s~ons against Kafa 
to be heard by the magistrates. All 
they could offer was a possible date 
to hear the case next February. 

Alan Rayner 
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Joe Bray-
-year itch 

JOE BRAY recently gave up the post of 
treasurer for the De Beauvoir Associ~ 
ation after doing the job since 1969. 
By far and away the longest-serVing 

officer, Joe felt that the time 
really had come this year for him to 
step down from the post, whose res
onsibilities have taken up a good 

deal of his spare time during the last 
seven years. 

Joe felt that much had been achieved 
during his term in office, but that 
everything took so much longer than 
had first been hoped, partly because 
of the slowness of Hackney Council. 

in the back garden of his 
Northchurch Rd home, Joe recalled 
that he was one of the first lease
holders in the area to purchase his 
freehold. The lease went back to 1936 
when Joe's father-in-law, a bootmaker, 
had moved there. 

His workshop during the war years was 
the front room, but Joe has converted 
the two ground floor rooms into a 
magnificent living room by t 'aking down 
part of the dividing wall. 

Joe's successor as DBA treasurer is 
Gibson. 

BA GAIN TREES for JUBI.~EES 
YOU ':TILL BE GIVEN an unrepeatable 
opportunity to buy high quality garden 
trees at special discount prices at an 
exhibition which is to be held in Jan
uary in the Rose Lipman Library. 

The scheme, outlined in July De Beaver, 
involves a method of placing a bulk 
order for the community at contract 
prices of the tree or trees of your 
choice. The offer is open to all resi
dents of the area. 

The exhibition, which is being mounted 
by the GIA Residents Committee with co
operation from the Planning Department, 
Notcutts Nurseries and the Libraries 
service, will show residents what is 
available, prices, how to avoid the 
pitfalls of the wrong choice, with ad
vice on planting, after-care or simply 
how best to look after your existing 
trees. 

3. Look forwan:l to bei~ of 
serv\oe.. IY\ ~ New Y~~Y'. 

A man for all seasons 
RU - real name Robert Rykins - came 
to De Beauvoir to run the Ufton Road 
adventure playground for six weeks in 
the summer. When the kids kept asking 
why the playground had to shut down 
at the end of the summer holiday, 
Rik, a third year student at the Mid
dlesex Poly, decided to stay on at De 
Beauvoir and build his thesis around 
our playground and the kids who go 
there, rather than take up a research 
project at Lancaster, as he'd origin
ally planned. 

Deeply interested in the general play 
needs of children - especially those 
being brought up in an urban, high
rise environment like the tower blocks 
in the Ne~l Town - Rik aims to offer 
kids an atmosphere of freedom and ad
venture at a minimum of risk. 

Continuity is basic to the success of 
the playground project, and here there 
is hope of long-term financial aid. 
On the site progress-is being made. 
Most of the rubbish has been cleared, 
and paintings are appearing on the 
surrounding fences. Old str~ctures 
have been strengthened and new ones 
built. 

Rik wants to see the pla'ground linked 

suitable for the small front gardens, 
they will include flowering and berried 
varieties as well as those with attrac
tive foliage. Fruit trees will also be 
available. 

Orders .all close soon after the exhib
ition and delivery will be made to the 
locality in mid-March for planting by 
April, within the planting season. 

1,le want to put trees back into De Beau
voir, but the right species this time. 

"And why not New Town tenants clubbing 
together to plant trees for the Jubilee 
around the Estate?" 

For full details of Christmas activit
ies have a look in Rose Lipman library. 
Tickets for the children's party 
available from December 16th. The party 
is on Wednesday December 22nd. from 
5.30 to apm - FREE for 5 - 12 year olds., 
Parents most welcome. 
Happy Christmas to all our borrowers! 

iI 96, BUCKINGHAM RO NI 
WaiII~il45,BUCKINGHAM RO NI 

i s a FREE community newspaper for the 
people of De Beauvoir - old and new 
towns. We are sponsored by the De 
Beauvoir Association, but we're here 
for everybody, not just association 
members. So please send us your 
news, pictures, ideas, criticisms by 
28 Feb for the next issue. Thanks to 
everyone who has helped produce this 
issue and deliver it- round the area. 

Printed by Expression Printers Ltd. 5 Kingsbury Road. Nl 
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Peter Kibblewhite-"DK 
Business as usual 

PETER KIBBLEWHITE, seen in our photo 
busily engaged in framing another pic
ture, finally moved on November 25th 
with wife Doris to their new home in 
Winchester, Peter will however continue 
his business from 22, Egbert Rd, 
I.Vinchester, Hants, and visits London 
frequently for deliveries and 
collections. 

more closely with the community. Al
ready a very successful barbecue has 
been held and a bonfire was lit on Guy 
Fawkes night. There is a pressing need 
for indoor facilities for winter even
ings, with a coffee bar and general 
meeting space. (Hopefully, these can 
now be provided in the Ufton Road fac
tory - see front page). 

Resourceful as he is, Rik can still do 
with help from local people, e~p'~~.L~j'~) 

in providing materials - timber, nails, 
paint, old tyres, tins, almost any
thing! Just drop round to Ufton Road 
(Rik is there every day except Sunday 
and Monday, from midday until 6 or 7). 
And come to the open meeting of the 
management committee, to be held in St 
Peter's crypt on December 13 at 7.30. 
Among subjects discussed will be plans 
for the Christmas play scheme. 

Peter Batty 

SMALL ADS are free to local people and 
sp a word for c;m;ercial advertisers. 
Display ads are 7sp a column centimetre. 
Please send all ads to Jo Parsey at 45 
Buckingham Rd by 21 Feb for next issue. 

from 
Europe attending 
English courses 
seek bed and board 
plus family life 
and conversation. 
E60 approx. paid 
for 12-day stay, 
breakfast and 
dinner needed daily 
plus lunch at w/e. 
I,lrite Box 27/1, De 
Beaver, 96 Buck
ingham Road, N.1. • Bingo in aid of 
Good Neighbours 
Club. Every 
Tuesday, Sussex 
Clubroom. 
Doors open 7. 30 
Nembership 10p 

• 4 rush seated lad-
der-back PININOOD 
CHAIRS with arms, 
E30.Ring 249 3577 

u***** Wlf£rJ¥ ~ 
Come along to our planning meeting for 
the next issue - 8 pm Monday 14 Feb at 
96 Buckingham Road (2541084). 

Reproduction Brass 

Copperware • Oil Lamps 

BAROMETERS 

FOR BETTER JOBS 

Adjacent Oatston 

Station junction 

249-3520 

O~ 
~ .. 
XMAS 
BOUQU61S 
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