
Invitation
Thursday 21 March 2013, any time between 3pm and 7.30pm

St Peter’s Community Partnership invites you to an Open House
at St Peter’s Crypt,  De Beauvoir Road

to mark the refurbishment and reopening of this community space
Refreshments available
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St Peter’s Church is delighted to announce that after four years and a lot 
of hard work its Crypt refurbishment project is now finished! 
The space beneath the church has been transformed into a modern, 
welcoming and fully accessible place. At the same time we’ve set up 
‘St Peter’s Community Partnership’ to ensure that the activities on offer 
meet the needs of this most 
diverse community.  
The project would not have 
been possible without the 
support of the people of 
De Beauvoir, who raised a 
magnificent £50,000 – 10% 
of what we needed.  The rest 
of the money came from a 
number of funding bodies, 
including Big Lottery Fund and the Benyon Estate. 
Existing users, such as the Night Shelter, Stepping Stones acupuncture, 
Peter’s Cafe and Pilates, will continue to run their activities, but we 
now hope to attract many more.  Let us know what YOU would like 
to organise or take part in.  St Peter’s also has spaces of various sizes 
to rent by the hour or by the day – all in warm, modern and attractive 
surroundings.
• Visit our website www.stpeterdebeauvoir.co.uk  or 

• Email our Project Manager Claudia: claudia@stpeterdebeauvoir.co.uk
Or to see the new St Peter’s Crypt for yourself, come along to our 
‘Open House’ on Thursday 21st March any time between 3pm and 
7.30pm.  

St Peter De Beauvoir Church
De Beauvoir Road
London N1 4DA

EVENTS

“My journey together”
Tuesday 12 March at 7.30pm

David Rose, De Beauvoir resident and fellow of BAFTA and the BFI, presents his own 
film of his nearly 60-year career in film and television. The film includes many clips 

from programmes and films that David has been closely associated with, from Z Cars 
to My Beautiful Laundrette.

The Duke of Wellington, 119 Balls Pond Road, London N1 4BL
Free admission; contribution to Parkinsons UK welcome

Table Top Sale in St. Peter’s Crypt
Saturday 11 May, 11am-3pm

Need to de-clutter? Time to spring clean? The DBA has the answer: book a table (for 
£10) and come and sell, at our first ever Table Top Sale. Or if you prefer, donate items 

in advance, to be sold to raise money for DBA events.

Free entry for the public. Tea and cakes will be available.

Please email Kirsty at info@debeauvoir.org.uk. 

We expect a lot of interest!



OUR NINTH annual Party in the Park takes place on 
Saturday 13 July. As usual it will provide lots of fun 
for all the family including children’s attractions 
which are all free of charge. As in past years we will 
have a bouncy castle, face painters and a stall giving 
a free book and toy to each child (while stocks last). 

And there will be much more to be announced 
nearer the time.

BUT we need your help.

Please get in touch if you can help by donating 
used children’s books and toys.  They need to be 
in good condition and suitable for children aged 5 
to 12. For these, please phone Jill on 020 7254 6640 
and we can collect.

We will have a cake stall. Please let us know if you 
can bake anything – sweet or savoury –that we can 
sell.

We will be selling books and DVDs for adults. Please 
let us know if you have any for us.

The ever-popular tombola will again feature at the 
party. If you have suitable items – new or nearly new 
– please put them aside. We will be collecting.

We will need volunteers; if you have helped before, 
we will be in touch. If not, and you can lend a hand 
on the day, please let us know.

For all these items (except children’s 
books and toys) please call Paul or 
Kirsty on 020 7684 5811 or email

info@debeauvoir.org.uk.

One edition of this newsletter last year was 
sponsored by an Islington estate agent called Where 
Next. We have been trying for some nine months to 
collect the £350 owed but a recent registered letter 
was returned saying the addressee had gone away. 
There is no answer from their phones either so we 
will sadly have to write that off as a bad debt.

On the other hand, a piece of jewellery donated 
anonymously for the tombola at last year’s Party in 
the Park was spotted by current DBA chair Kirsty 
Norman as being solid gold. Having failed to find the 
donor after six months, we sold it in Hatton Garden 
for £1,025, which will go towards future activities for 
children.

 NEW EATERIES AND CAFES

Sweet Thursday is a wine shop and pizza restaurant 
at 95 Southgate Road. Its website explains its 
genesis: “Siblings Richard Haines and Rosie 
Wesemann grew up in De Beauvoir with Harry 
Davies and started The Scolt Head and The De 
Beauvoir Deli respectively.” It recently got three stars 
out of five from Time Out, which said: “A few tweaks 
would move the food at this attractive pizzeria from 
merely satisfactory to very appealing.”

A café has opened in the former newsagents at 52a 
Southgate Road on the corner of Downham Road.

And we hear that two other local restaurateurs are in 
talks about opening a pop-up restaurant in the area. 
Watch this space.

 

AROUND THE TOWN
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THE ROSEMARY BRANCH
2 Shepperton Road, N1 3DT 
www.rosemarybranch.co.uk 
Tel: 020 7704 6665  24-hour box office. 

Promise 
by Sophie Angelson 
12th - 31st March 2013

I Killed My Mother 
by Andras Visky 
5th - 10th March 2013

DE BEAUVOIR GARDENERS
www.debeauvoirgardeners.org.uk 
The club meets in the crypt of St. Peter’s Church on 
the first Tuesday of the month at 8pm.  
Annual subscriptions: Single £20; Couple £30; 

Concessions £10 and £15 
2nd April: Permaculture and Growing Orchids (two 
short talks) - Saul Walk, Botanist at RBG Kew

7th May: Early horticulture in Hackney and 
Islington (title to be confirmed) - Margaret Willes

THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON
119 Balls Pond Road, N1 4BL; Tel: 020 7275 7640 
www.thedukeofwellingtonN1.com

Comedy Nights 28th March, 25th April, 30th May 
7.30pm / £5 entry.

THE SCOLT HEAD
107A Culford Road
Every Monday 8:00 pm: pub quiz
28 March, 25 April - Jazz with Peter Werth

LOCAL NOTES

PARTY APPEAL                   SOME YOU WIN ...

NORMAN STOPS TRADING
Aficionados of Norman Palmer’s second-hand stall 
on Kingsland Waste market are living with the sad 
realisation that he is not coming back. His regular 
Saturday pitch would hold the results of house 
clearances, from complete sets of erudite tomes to 
old glass photograph negatives to ceramics and 
much more.

A market inspector 
told us that Norman 
had decided late last 
year that at the age 
of 86, he was too 
old to carry on. His 
colleague Ralph was 
also not interested 
in taking it over.

Another market 
trader suspected 
the attitude of some 
market inspectors 
was also a factor in 
Norman’s decision.

Norman, born in Hackney, would travel to the 
Waste every Saturday with his van from his home in 
Chingford.

He was not normally keen to speak about his life 
but gave an extensive interview to Iain Sinclair, 
who reproduces 
Norman’s words at 
length in Hackney, 
That Rose-red 
Empire.

He told Sinclair 
how he became 
interested 
in antiques, 
particularly 
Chinese porcelain, 
as a young oil 
executive. “When 
I was eventually 
made redundant 
by Chevron, I 
thought: ‘Well, 
alright, I know what I’ll do.’”

Among his regulars would be many De Beauvoir 
people including local planning expert John Turner, 
who died last year. Sinclair says TV historian Dan 
Cruickshank was also a fan.

GARAGES TO BE TURNED INTO HOMES?
Architects Levitt Bernstein have apologised for 
using the Lockner Estate to illustrate their idea 
for converting garages to small homes without 
consulting tenants. A mock-up photo showing the 
estate garages after adaptation was featured in The 
Metro last month. It first emerged last year when 

local councillors said in 
a tweet that they were 
very sceptical it would 
ever take off.

The design was 
entered into a 
competition by the 
Hackney-based firm. 
Architecture charity 
the Building Trust 
invited entrants 
to come up with 
proposals for any 
urban area of a 
developed country to 
offer a solution to the 

shortages of affordable single-occupancy housing.

Design magazine Dezeen quoted architect Sarah 
Jenkinson as saying: “This is a great opportunity to 
begin to deal with homelessness in an innovative 
and holistic manner ...  We are excited about 

developing our 
proposals into 
real solutions 
especially in our 
local borough 
where housing is 
an asset that can 
be so difficult to 
obtain.”

Dezeen said: “The 
architects are now 
working with the 
Building Trust to 
work up detailed 
plans to take the 
project forward.”

As far as we know, 
however, no planning application has been made to 
turn these or any other garages into pop-up homes.

Paul Bolding                                                                   DBA

Lockner Estate garages concept (Levitt Bernstein)

Norman’s stall (Google Street View)



Crime writer Laura Wilson has just completed her 
eleventh novel. Not bad for someone who wanted to 
be a librarian and a bunny girl. Correction:  wanted 
to be a librarian who wore a bunny-girl outfit at the 
library.

Laura’s first attempt at a novel was returned by her 
agent with 200 Post-it notes (“here’s what you have 
to do”). Six months later she submitted her second 
draft; that was returned with 50 Post-it notes, then 
there were 10 … 

Despite the run on Post-it notes, Laura’s progress as 
a writer has gone pretty smoothly. No starving in 
a cold garret and no “bottom drawer” stuffed with 
rejected manuscripts. The worst aspect of her first 
novel appears to have 
been the fact that she 
had a full-time job while 
she was writing it. After 
that, it was pretty plain 
sailing. Ten days after 
submitting the final 
draft, her agent had got 
her a publisher.

Laura has lived in De 
Beauvoir for nine years 
and has been a full-time 
professional writer 
since 2001. Before that 
she taught English 
(“they all passed their 
exams because I was so 
draconian”) and then 
worked as an editor of non-fiction – cookery and 
needlework being the subject areas she remembers 
with most dread.

Why, I ask this well-established writer with several 
awards to her name, are you so wedded to the crime 
novel genre? As it turns out, she didn’t realise her 
first novel was crime fiction, despite the fact that 
it started with three dead bodies. But early on, her 
agent told her she had to choose a genre. Crime 
writing, she says, is very disciplined, it “gives you 
a framework and, if you want a snowball’s chance 
in hell of making a living, you don’t write literary 
fiction”. The die was cast.

Being a Londoner (“technically I’m a Cockney”) made 
London her obvious starting point. She describes 
herself as timid when it comes to settings. She only 
makes the occasional foray into East Anglia and is 
not at all tempted by the idea of a tax-deductible 
break in, say, the Philippines, in search of exoticism.

She also sticks to recent history – the 1940s to the 
1960s. As she explains, it was when life changed 
more radically than at any other time and the kind 
of crimes that occurred reflected the changes. That, 
plus the fact that the way crime investigations 
were carried out offers some wonderful dramatic 
opportunities.

Laura is blissfully happy – as are partner George and 
basset hound Florence – 
living in De Beauvoir. She 
finds it friendly – though 
that may be partly thanks 
to Florence – and feels 
totally safe. 

When she’s not glued to 
her desk for one of her 
12-hour writing days, she 
may sometimes be seen 
in The Talbot. She also 
loves the De Beauvoir 
Deli: “Although I don’t go 
often, I like the fact that 
it’s there.” 

But she’s not so sure 
about some of the 

changes in the area, more specifically “the Dalston 
thing” with its “alarming prevalence of hipsters”. Her 
fear is that Dalston might become the new Notting 
Hill – the setting, as it happens, for her next novel.

So now she waits for her agent’s reaction. Chances 
are there won’t be many Post-it notes but, as with 
the plot of all the best crime stories, you can never 
be sure.

Hilary Mandleberg                                                   DBA

Can you suggest a future subject for this column? 
Please get in touch  

Internationally known ceramic artist Kate Malone is 
as animated talking about her commitment to De 
Beauvoir as she is about her nature-inspired works 
of art.

She and partner Graham came to the area in 1986 
when they bought a Georgian house with a plot of 
land at the back in Brunswick Terrace in Balls Pond 
Road, backing on to Culford Mews. 

Graham built a studio on the land, which had been 
a plant hire and window cleaning business, and 
turned it into a potters’ cooperative. Today, it is the 
studio where Kate, 54, not only works but over the 
years has employed and encouraged 
many young ceramic artists. In 
fact, two of her former students 
are now studying for MAs at the 
Royal College of Art, while Kate’s 
work is now also part of some 
creative course curriculums. 

Five self-employed potters also 
work part-time for Kate. 

In a sign of their 
attachment to De Beauvoir, 
Kate and Graham, who 
currently live above the 
studio after selling their 
Georgian house in the 1990s, 
are now converting another 
property in the mews to be their 
home.

The Culford Mews studio houses 
the biggest studio kiln in central 
London, though Kate also works 
from studios in Provence and 
Barcelona. “They help me,” she says of the potters, 
“and I help them.” 

Her inspiration comes from nature and many of 
her works reflect the patterns and shapes found in 
plants, fruit and vegetables. That might be the leaves 
of an artichoke or a pine cone or the sensuous shape 
of a pineapple or pumpkin. “I like to have a bit of fun 
… it is a compliment if somebody says something is 
playful,” she says.

Kate clearly has an eye for such things.
“I look at a cauliflower and I imagine a pot,” she 

said. “It is seeds and pods and the abstract sense 
of nature, not just physically a blackberry or a 
pineapple. It can just be an abstract thing.”

She is proud that her work is accessible, with a 
huge price range starting at £10.

At the top end is a commission she hopes to secure 
in the near future to clad a West End building with 
her tiles. She has had many such commissions from 
public buildings and spaces.

The scale of that job means that the tiles would 
be made in a factory in Surrey, though the design 
work and the mixing of the glazes will be done in De 
Beauvoir. “It is really exciting,” says Kate.

She is especially happy about a Brighton school 
where she covered walls in 15,000 small pieces in 
2004. “Potters do a service to the community. I was 
the only one [who tendered] who said I would work 
with the children.”

Much of her technique is innovative and at her 
glazes lab, she enthusiastically shows the results 

of dozens of test firings using experimental 
combinations of salts and minerals and crystals. 
“This is the bit I enjoy,” she says.

Although her pieces can be seen in major 
collections like the Victoria and Albert 

Museum, Kate Malone’s 
public work can also be seen 
in Hackney – fountains in 
both the Homerton Hospital 
and the herb garden of the 
Geffrye Museum, with which 
she has close links.

She was a founder in 1987 
of Hackney Contemporaries, 

the organisation that 
subsequently became Hidden Art. 

This was the not-for-profit body that 
helped thousands of east London 

creatives put themselves on the 
map until its funding ran out in 2011.

Strolling along the mews, she talks about her 
future home and the local community spirit, and 
pops in to see her neighbours at leather merchants 
JT Batchelor to say hello.

“We are really committed to the area. I can’t 
imagine not being here,” she says.

Paul Bolding                                                       DBA  

Anyone interested to know more about Kate 
Malone’s work can look at her website http://www.
katemaloneceramics.com/ or her dealer’s http://www.
adriansassoon.com/ .

Also a date for your diary – Kate has scheduled an 
open studio for the first weekend in December.

(This version was corrected on 4 March 2013)
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JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST. We send emails about De Beauvoir news and events once or  
twice a week to more than 450 local addresses. They are brief and available in plain 
text only.  If you are not on the list, you could be missing out on something important. 

Check out our website too on www.debeauvoir.org.uk; email info@debeauvoir.org.uk

“I LOOK AT A CAULIFLOWER AND I IMAGINE A POT” MEET YOUR NEIGHBOUR: LAURA WILSON

3   



the community hall and becomes a real 
place where locals can also enjoy creative 
activities.” 

To that end, it continues to be 
used by the De Beauvoir Estate 
community for everything from 
birthday parties to family gatherings, 

youth activities to local residents’ 

meetings. When not in use, though, 
The Mill Co Project uses either the 
Rose Lipman or Mandarin Wharf space 
to run events and workshops. These 
currently include Movement Mondays, 
a weekly experimental dance session at 

the Rose Lipman, and cartoon illustration 
classes for adults and children on the last 
Saturday of every month. 
Mostly advertised online at www.
themillcoproject.co.uk, a number of 
workshop spaces are offered to locals 
either free-of-charge or at concession 
rates. “Some are targeted at local 

teenagers or the young unwaged,” 
explains Claire. “But on the whole they’re 
designed to appeal to everyone - like 
other community centres. They help 
people top up skills or engage in different 
interests, but with a focus on creativity.”
There are many more plans for the future 
– including tea dances starting in April 

and theatre productions thereafter. 
“Certain plans are funding dependent 
right now,” Claire says. “But if we get 
those funds, we’ll be organising a lot 
more free events everyone can come 
along to.” 
In advance of that, she says the best way 
to think of The Mill Co. Project is as “a 
community of artists that De Beauvoir 
can really benefit from”. “Our biggest 
objective with the Rose Lipman hall is to 
tell the people that we’re here to keep 
this building a community building. We 
just want to make it the best building it 
can be for kids, the elderly and everyone 
in between,” Claire says. 
Watch this space. 

Barbara Walshe                                       DBA

What’s on at the centre? Lots including ...
Movement Mondays with Dark Island Dance
Each session explores new movement and 
making techniques
- builds your dance, collaboration and 
performance skills and will
-  features visiting creative artists such as dj’s, 
live musicians, photographers,  filmmakers & 
animators etc.
Come along and try it for yourself!
£5 per person, tickets available in advance from;
www.themillcoproject.co.uk
Every Monday 7:00pm - 8:30pm

ROSE LIPMAN GETS ARTY
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It’s commonplace to see artists and 
creatives around Dalston and De Beauvoir 
these days. But it’s perhaps a little more 
surprising so see so many in the Rose 
Lipman Community Centre on Downham 
Road. 
It all started last year. Hackney Council 
offered the east London art organisation 
CREATE a section of the Rose Lipman to 
run its projects. But without the capacity 
to fully take on the space, CREATE 
contacted another innovative young 
organisation, The Mill Co. Project, with 
whom they could collaborate.
Established in 2010, The Mill Co. Project 
is a social enterprise providing affordable 
work space to local creatives, workshops, 
events, exhibitions and bringing the local 
community together to develop skills and 

nurture young talent. It also has a sister 
company, Mill Co., a creative agency with 
more than 100 independent designers 
and artists. 
Previously based at Vyner Street near 
Victoria Park, The Mill Co. Project had 
already planned to move to the area last 

October, signing a lease with Islington 
& Shoreditch Housing Association for a 
studio space/gallery in Mandarin Wharf 
on De Beauvoir Crescent. Being 
offered the use of the Rose Lipman 
suddenly took things to a new level. 
“In Vyner Street, we had been doing 
all kinds of workshops like illustration and 

creative writing as part of The Mill Co. 
Project, and it was always our goal to 
roll it out and make it bigger. But we 
didn’t quite bank on it happening so 
quickly,” laughs Claire Martin, who co-
founded The Mill Co. Project with Nick 
Hartwright.
They were particularly delighted on 
seeing the Rose Lipman building. A fan 
of brutalist architecture, Claire admits: 
“I fell in love with it straight away.” But 
they were also clear about its purpose. 
As well as being a space for young 
creatives to work from at an affordable 
rate, she insists: “The Rose Lipman is there 
to provide a space for the community. 
We’re passionate that the hall remains 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO SPONSOR THE NEXT 
ISSUE OF THIS NEWSLETTER?

It’s delivered to more than 3,500 homes in the area. 
If you are interested, email info@debeauvoir.org.uk 

for the current costs.
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