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PARTY TIME AGAIN

OUR NINTH annual Party in the Park takes place 
on Saturday 13 July. As usual it provides lots 
of fun for all the family including children’s 
attractions which are all free of charge. As in past 
years we will have a bouncy castle, face painters 
(three of them but please take a queue ticket) 
and a stall giving a free book to each child (while 
stocks last). New this year, magician Magic Oz will 
entertain children and adults alike throughout 
the afternoon.

Cakes – generously baked and donated 
by local people – will be on sale as will 
modestly priced Pimm’s for the adults, 
tea, juice and lemonade.

Personal fitness will be a highlight, with 
a football kickabout, mini-Olympics and 
hula-hooping.

A tombola and raffle will help raise funds 
to pay for it all. The raffle includes great 
prizes donated by local businesses, 
including restaurant meals, and we 
thank them for their generosity.

It’s a chance for everyone in De Beauvoir 
to enjoy an afternoon of fun and get to 
know each other. Tell your neighbours 
and come along together.

We expect a fire engine from Kingsland 
Fire Station will be there and children 
will be able to get up close; St John 
Ambulance will demonstrate first aid 
and police officers and CSOs from the De 
Beauvoir Safer Neighbourhood Team will 
be on hand to get to know everyone. 

Musicians from the fabulous RCM 
Majestic Brass band (who played at 
the party last year) will be back and 
delivering lots of favourite brass tunes.

It has all taken months of organisation by a team 
of local people and we have been generously 
supported again this year by the Benyon Estate. 
We were very lucky with the weather last year 
with just one little shower during the afternoon.

So let’s hope for even better this time; if it is 
sunny, don’t forget your hat and sun cream. DBA
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Free entertainment for children 
and fun for adults too
Brass band, magician, face painting, 
bouncy castle, books for children, 
craft activities, games, yoga, football 
kickabout, hula-hooping, mini-Olympics, 
drumming workshop.
Tombola, raffle.
Pimms, tea, cakes, pizzas, ice cream.
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The Northgate pub at the corner of Northchurch 
and Southgate Roads has reopened under new 
owners as the De Beauvoir Arms. Originally called 
the Jolly Farmers, it dates from the 1850s. A website 
on London pubs records the first landlord in 1856 
as one Horatio Fysh. It was renamed the Northgate 
in 2010 and has now been acquired by the Stanley 
Pubs group which has two others in north London.

Some people have noted that a different pub of 
that name once existed in Stamford Road, latterly 
called the Trolley Stop and recently turned into flats. 
Its original wrought irons signs saying De Beauvoir 
Arms still stand outside.

One of the new owners, Amanda Pritchett, told us: 
“The plan is Mediterranean influenced food and 
wine, order at the bar, blackboard menu, pub style.

“We are looking forward to being a part of De 
Beauvoir Town and hope we will be a positive 
addition.”

A sample menu showed main courses from £9.00 
to £15.50 but Amanda said the pub will have daily 
lunch dishes priced around £6.00.

It is open Monday to Saturday 11am to 11 pm and 
Sunday 12 – 10.30.

“Charlie, one of our bar staff will be playing a bit of 
piano on Friday evenings,” says Amanda

PHOTOGRAPHERS MOVE IN

With De Beauvoir now darling of the fashion and 
media industry, it’s fitting that The Association of 
Photographers has also made the area its home. 

Operating out of their Downham Road premises 
since last year, the AOP started out life as the 
Association of Fashion & Advertising Photographers 
55 years ago before changing name in 1993. 

The body promotes and protects its members’ rights.

Got to aop.org for more information 

AROUND THE TOWN
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THE ROSEMARY BRANCH
2 Shepperton Road, N1 3DT 
www.rosemarybranch.co.uk 
Tel: 020 7704 6665  24-hour box office. 

25 June, 7.30: Simon Munnery/Amy Hoggart 
Edinburgh preview comedy double bill

26-28 June, 7 pm: The Mermaid of Zennor

3-5 July, 7.30: Asena

DE BEAUVOIR GARDENERS
www.debeauvoirgardeners.org.uk 
The club meets in the crypt of St. Peter’s Church on 
the first Tuesday of the month at 8pm.  
Annual subscriptions: Single £20; Couple £30; 
Concessions £10 and £15

2 July:  Guided visit to St Mary’s Secret Garden

Meet at the church at 6:00pm or at St Mary’s at 
6:30pm. 

7 July: City Gardens Tour

Gilly Blachford, a qualified guide and DBG member, 
will take us on a guided walk. £5.

6 August: Annual Picnic

Bring a dish to share. Venue to be confirmed.

 
THE DUKE OF WELLINGTON
119 Balls Pond Road, N1 4BL; Tel: 020 7275 7640 
www.thedukeofwellingtonN1.com

Comedy Nights 7.30pm / £5 entry.

Email comedydukeN1@gmail.com for dates

THE SCOLT HEAD
107A Culford Road
Every Monday 8:00 pm: pub quiz
27 June  Jazz with Peter Werth

LIGHT YOGA SPACE
Unit B, 100 De Beauvoir Road, N1 4EN
Over 60s sessions Wednesdays 9.30 - 10.30 am.
No need to book.

LUNCH IN THE CRYPT
Would you like to meet people in De Beauvoir? 
We like to think this is a friendly neighbourhood, 
but sometimes it can be hard to get started, 
getting to know neighbours. 
Come and join a sociable lunch group in the 
lovely new Café in the Crypt underneath St 
Peter’s Church (junction of De Beauvoir Rd and 
Northchurch Terrace). A small number of us who 
are involved with the De Beauvoir Association 
will be having lunch there on 26 June, 17 July, 
and 14 August, between 1 pm and 4 pm. 
The cafe serves home-made food at reasonable 
prices.
Come and join us, and find out about what is 
happening in your neighbourhood; the more the 
merrier, all ages welcome.

FOODIE FEST COMES - AND GOES

NORTHGATE REOPENS AS THE DE BEAUVOIR ARMS

After a whirlwind three months of food, fun and 
social media fever, Street Feast is set to leave De 
Beauvoir at the end of June. 

Nearly 12 weeks after the London night market 
took up temporary residence in Merchant’s Yard on 
Kingsland Road (the vacant Travis Perkins site set to 
be the home of Hackney New School), it will host 
its final weekend on 28 June before moving to a 
location near Brick Lane. 

“We have to move on,” explains founder Dominic 
Cools-Lartigue. “There are only so many licences you 
can have for a temporary site before you have to 
make something permanent. And construction of 
the new school has already started.”

Street Feast has made a big impression in its short 
time here. With 13,000 followers on Twitter and 
5,000 Facebook ‘likes’, hundreds of people pour 
through the gates every Friday and Saturday for its 
eclectic food, drink and unparalleled atmosphere. 

Even Cools-Lartigue has been taken aback by its 
success in the area. After he launched Street Feast 
last year in a car park off Brick Lane, it moved to 
Camden Town Brewery before relocating to Dalston 
last summer where it gained a niche following. 

“It just seemed ridiculous that we have an amazing 
nightlife in London, a growing respect for our food 
and restaurant scene, and we didn’t have a street 
food night market,” he explains of his inspiration. “I 
also like the idea of taking over, and transforming, 
lost or forgotten spaces and breathing life back into 
them.”

But Street Feast has truly taken off since relocating 
to De Beauvoir in April. “The first two weeks on 
site were frantic, with much larger numbers than 
expected. But since then it’s never felt so calm and 
easy.

“I think it’s because we’re a fairly calm bunch and the 
street food vendors we choose are passionate, have 

a bit of banter and provide positive energy. It sounds 
kind of hippy but I think it transmits to people.” 

Not everyone has had a positive experience of Street 
Feast though - particularly neighbours affected 
by the noise. Cools-Lartigue was quick to address 
their concerns, and is now in text contact with 
them on Friday nights, adjusting the music volumes 
accordingly. “This is something we put on for the 
community. The thought that we might be upsetting 
people doesn’t sit well with me at all,” he insists. 

In fact, Cools-Lartigue has even become a De 
Beauvoir resident recently. Having grown up by 
Portobello Market in the 1980s, he says he felt an 
immediate affinity with the area over the last few 
weeks. “It’s a great place to be. When work is as full 
on as it tends to be, it’s nice to retreat here where it’s 
lovely and calm.” 

If people are disappointed at the departure of 
Street Feast – don’t despair. Cools-Lartigue has 
plans to bring it back to Dalston on Saturdays and 

Sundays from September. Different from Street Feast 
Fridays, which are growing and will continue to 
move location, the weekend vibe in Dalston will be 
different. Smaller and more mellow, Saturdays will 
focus on food and music while Sundays will centre 
on food and family. 

For now though, it’s all about Street Feast’s final 
weekend in De Beauvoir. With many of his own 
friends and family coming along, he’s encouraging 
the wider community to come down too. “I think 
we’ve created something lovely here and, to miss 
out on it, particularly if you’re local and like food and 
drink, would be a real shame.” 

Barbara Walshe                                                           DBA

Visit www.streetfeastlondon.com for more information 

JOIN OUR EMAIL LIST. We send emails about De 
Beauvoir news and events once or twice a week. 
Go to www.debeauvoir.org.uk



Few who meet the lively Barbara Barnett, née Pinto, 
with her sparkling eyes, broad smile and mass of 
curly white hair, can fail to be impressed by her 
thoughtfulness and intellect.

Her intellectual journey started in Temple Fortune, 
when her parents sent her to a Parents National 
Education Union (PNEU) school.  At this very 
forward-looking establishment, pupils were required 
to keep a nature notebook, which, Barbara said, 
sowed the seed (excuse the pun!) of her love of 
gardening. 

In 1940, then aged nearly 16, Barbara and 
her younger brother and sister were sent 
by their father to the safety of relatives 
in Quebec, of whom more later. Her 
mother had tragically died very 
young the year before.

Barbara volunteered to join the 
Royal Canadian Air Force in 1942 
and served in Air Traffic Control – ‘the 
most interesting job a girl could do’.

After the war, Barbara returned 
to London and trained as a 
social worker at the London 
School of Economics on 
the first-ever course to 
be established in child 
welfare. 

Soon after graduating, 
she married Richard 
Barnett, Assistant 
Keeper at the British 
Museum in the Department of the Middle East. He 
later became Keeper.

Barbara’s first work was in Stepney.  Later, after her 
daughter and twin sons were well settled at school, 
she worked part-time for the London Borough of 
Barnet. That was eventually followed by a Senior 
Lectureship at the Polytechnic of North London, 
where she trained social workers.

In 1973, things were suddenly to become very much 
more exotic for Barbara. She gave up her job to 
join Richard in Jerusalem where he was appointed 
Professor of Archaeology at the Hebrew University. 

In Jerusalem, Barbara’s expertise in child welfare was 
sought for an experimental project. She established 
A Home for Every Child, a project to introduce 
alternative ways of working with families where 
children were ‘at high risk’. During the next 17 years, 
the indefatigable Barbara was spending half the year 

in Israel and half in England as a consultant, offering 
training courses on the welfare of children and of 
the elderly.

Then tragedy struck. Richard died in 1986 and in 
1989 her daughter-in-law also died, leaving Barbara’s 
son with the recently born Hannah. Barbara  
returned to England for good.

Now that Hannah has grown up, it isn’t surprising 
that Barbara has found plenty to fill her time. De 
Beauvoir proved perfect because she wanted a 
house with a garden and, as members of the De 

Beauvoir Gardeners Club will know, gardening is 
one of the loves of her life. Not only is her back 

garden absolutely packed with beautiful 
plants, but she also has another garden on 
the roof of her extension.

Family history is another of her passions. 
Her grandmother on her father’s side is 

the Quebec connection. Rather bizarrely, 
she and two of her brothers married into the 

Pinto family, Sephardi Jewish merchants 
from Spain who moved to North 
Africa to escape the Inquisition. 

The English connection came in 
1799, when the Plague reached 
Essaouira and the Pintos sent their 
only son to London for safety. 
He married into the tobacco 
business.

Yet another, and perhaps the 
most dramatic of Barbara’s 
current interests, stems from 

a phone call she received in 1996. A friend in 
Jerusalem had given Barbara’s phone number to 
a woman, Olga, who, with her twin, had survived 
horrific treatment at the hands of the notorious 
Mengele at Auschwitz. That phone call led Barbara 
on an amazing journey that culminated in her 
writing The Hide and Seek Children. 

Published in 2012, the book traces the story of a 
group of 148 young survivors from Slovakia. These 
war-damaged children were all offered care after 
the war by Rabbi Dr Solomon Schonfeld of Highgate 
and Stoke Newington. He had also previously saved 
numerous Jewish victims from the Nazis before war 
broke out.

Around 100 of these children, including Olga, 
travelled from Bratislava via London to Clonyn 
Castle in County Meath in Ireland, a property that 

Miranda Janatka writes about the project that she 
has been running on the De Beauvoir Estate to bring 
the community together through gardening.

The children who have been involved in the ‘Grow 
and Eat’ project on the De 
Beauvoir Estate enjoyed a 
day of celebration in the 
garden they created, as part 
of the Chelsea Fringe, on 
18 May. Aside from fun and 
games, the children planted 
herbs and salad donated 
by the N1 Garden Centre 
as well as fruit bushes and 
tomato plants kindly offered 
by other De Beauvoir 
residents. 

Many members of De 
Beauvoir Gardeners came 
along on the day, much 
to the delight of the 
children, bringing cakes 
and providing the gloves 
and trowels awarded as 
prizes to the 23 children 
who took part. Older family 
members of the children 
also got involved planting in herbs and overseeing 
the games. It is the support of these families on 
the estate that has made this wonderful project 
possible. 

The day celebrated the hard work put in by the 
children and their families who have moved tonnes 
of soil and shown up each Saturday to sow seeds 
and plant shrub whips and salad plugs. The garden 
looks forward to an exciting future as residents 

will collaborate with ‘Create 
London’, an art and education 
project now using the Rose 
Lipman Community Centre in 
the next few weeks. This will 
ensure the garden continues to 
grow and further planters are 
built for the residents to use. 
It is with great sadness that I 
leave the gardeners aged from 
6 to 13 who show great talent 
and green fingers, as I take up 
a traineeship at Kew Gardens. 

I will miss the children 
waving their watering cans at 
me from the stairs of the estate 
and the joy on the faces as 
they eat their own ‘rockets’ 
grown from seed. An 
enormous thank you to the De 
Beauvoir Association and 
Community First for the 
funding that allowed us to 

build the garden, as well as a massive thanks to the 
N1 Garden Centre and the De Beauvoir Gardeners 
for all their kind support and plants.                      DBA
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Schonfeld had persuaded a wealthy benefactor to 
buy. In May, six of the original group were welcomed 
back to Ireland at a launch of Barbara’s book. It was a 
nostalgic reunion.

Barbara’s amazing research has not only brought 
this little-known story of the Holocaust to 
people’s attention, but has also, much to Barbara’s 
pride, contributed to Rabbi Schonfeld being 
posthumously named – and only in April this year – 
a British Hero of the Holocaust.

We are indeed lucky to have this multi-talented, 
enlightened and courageous lady living in our 
midst in De Beauvoir. After Sussex, Quebec, British 
Columbia and Jerusalem, where else would you 
want to call home?

Hilary Mandleberg                                                  DBA

BARBARA BARNETT - from page 3

Continued on page 6

As this issue of the DBA newsletter went to press we 
heard of the death of Roland Dallas, who lived for 
some time in Northchurch Terrace.

A journalist with Reuters and the Economist, Roland 
had suffered from Parkinson’s disease and died at 
the age of 77 at a care home in Dorking, Surrey run 
by the Journalists’ Charity,.

His wife Rita and daughter Sarah still live in the area..

Rita told friends: “We lit candles and played beautiful 
music. The sun was shining and there was a little 
party in the gardens, with children playing. We 
opened the garden doors to let the sunlight in and 
held his hands as he slipped away.”

At Reuters, Roland was a respected foreign 
correspondent and features editor. He later edited 
the Economist’s Foreign Affairs newsletter.        DBA

ROLAND DALLAS



DAVID ROSE - MY LIFE
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In March, we filled the back room at the Duke of 
Wellington for a screening of a film by De Beauvoir 
resident David Rose. David is one of the great figures 
of British film and TV and and fellow of BAFTA and the 
British Film Institute.

The film tells his life story with clips from the many 
films and TV programmes he has either produced or 
commissioned. Journalist Alex Glynn talked to David 
Rose.

The camera follows a solitary man, dressed in a suit, 
strolling along an empty sea front as the wind blows 
his tie up into his face. His strides are purposeful 
but their intention is only revealed once the man - 
and the camera following him - catch up with a big 
brass band playing in full swing right at the water’s 
edge. As the man picks up the conductor’s baton 
and flails it around passionately, David Rose points 
to the screen and exclaims: “Watch, 
watch. Oh, I love this bit! I love the 
unexpected! What a brilliant bit of 
film.”

This is David Rose - prolific producer 
and purveyor of the unexpected. 
We are sitting in his living room 
in Hackney watching a scene 
from Rose’s own biopic about 
himself “My journey together”. 
The conductor being filmed is Sir 
Malcolm Arnold CBE, one of the 
many great men who Rose, now 
88, has worked with. It’s a rare treat 
to have a running commentary from the former 
BBC head of regional drama, commissioning editor 
for fiction at Film on Four and recipient of a British 
Film Institute fellowship. Though Rose’s speech and 
movements have inevitably slowed with age, his 
broad smile speaks of his pride in the achievements 
playing out on the screen in front of us.

Rose is proud that his production Girl surprised 
audiences in 1974 by delivering TV’s first lesbian kiss, 
although he tells me indignantly that many believe 
it happened in an episode of Brookside in 1994.

In 1985, Rose commissioned the socially 
groundbreaking film My Beautiful Laundrette, which 
kick-started the career of Daniel Day Lewis - now 
a record-breaking three-time recipient of the Best 
Actor Oscar. When I ask Rose if he had realised he 
was working with an actor who would go on to great 
things, his answer is a flat and unimpressed “no”.

But the unexpected also appeared in Rose’s work in 
much more subtle ways. Z-Cars, which he produced 
from 1962-65, was hailed as the first TV drama to 
depict gritty reality and address social issues. ‘Licking 

Hitler’ – a television play written by David Hare that 
Rose admits is one of his favourites – painted the 
dark world of a black propaganda unit in World War 
II, at a time when no one had previously shown the 
brutal reality of the war effort. Rose’s willingness 
to move away from the conventional pushed the 
boundaries of the ordinary. “I don’t want to make it 
easy for the viewer – I don’t like them to know what’s 
coming,” he said.

Rose started at the BBC, in 1954, as an assistant 
floor manager in the drama department, 
eventually moving into producing and directing 
for the dramatised documentary unit. He was then 
commissioned to produce Z-Cars and, afterwards, its 
spin-off Softly, Softly.

It wasn’t until then-managing director of the BBC 
Huw Wheldon sent Rose up to its Birmingham unit 

at Pebble Mill that Rose came into 
his own. “There was a huge gulf 
between cinema and television 
when I joined,” says Rose. “The BBC 
hated film because they’d invested 
all their money on video and they 
didn’t want to be faced with the 
cinema unions. And, of course, 
cinema hated television because 
their audiences were dwindling 
because of it.

“The people we had working in 
Birmingham – Mike Leigh, Stephen 
Frears – simply had no access to 

cinema because there was no crossover then. People 
say Birmingham was the British film industry in 
waiting.” 

Considering Leigh went on to direct Vera Drake, 
Happy-Go-Lucky, and Palme d’Or winner Secrets & 
Lies, while Frears created The Queen, My Beautiful 
Laundrette and The Grifters, you could certainly say 
that.

It wasn’t until 1982 when Sir Jeremy Isaacs, head of 
Channel 4, invited Rose to head up the new Film on 
Four division that those barriers started to fall away 
– in part due to Rose breaking them down himself.

“At [Film on Four] we decided that if distributors 
wanted, they could have the films in the cinemas 
before television. So although we were television we 
were generous, in a way, to let the cinemas reap the 
awards first.”

Rose’s appointment marked a new era of British film 
– the team at Film on Four produced many films that 
went on to have global success, including Gangsters, 
Palme d’Or winner Paris, Texas, and Wish You Were 
Here.                                                                                 DBA

IN MEMORIAM LILIAN GETTINGS (“MISS G”)

Local girl Zoe Palmer was a runner-up in the 
prestigious Observer Ethical Awards 2013 held 
earlier this month. 

Zoe was one of five finalists chosen from thousands 
of entries for the Unsung Local Hero award. And 
her work received high praise from the judges who 
included singer and model VW Brown, TV presenter 
and ethnobotanist James Wong, and Livia Firth, wife 
of Colin, and the mastermind behind Eco Age and 
The Green Carpet Challenge. 

A TV presenter by profession, Zoe, who grew up in 
De Beauvoir, set up Hackney-based social enterprise 
The Golden Company in 2009 to give young people 
business and life skills through bee keeping. 

Explaining her inspiration to Londonist.com, 
she said: “I was filming for National Geographic 
in Albania [in 2008] and we were staying in this 
amazing place where the family was completely 
self-sufficient and one of the things they had were 
beehives. I’ve always loved bees, but had never 
actually been around a beehive before. 

“When I came back to England, I was thinking about 
opportunities for young people to engage with 

nature in the city and earn money, and realised that 
there were very few that would actually appeal [to 
them].”

Bees were the answer. Today, The Golden Company 
runs 12 hives across east London with the help of 
seven part-time staff, 20 volunteers and many more 
young ‘Bee Guardians’. 

Their focus is on nurturing entrepreneurial spirit 
by offering young people first hand experience of 
running all aspects of the business. This includes 
researching, designing and launching their own 
bee-related products, and then getting paid to sell it 
at their monthly stall on Borough Market. 

Over the last four years, the programme has worked 
closely with 40 young people, many of whom have 
achieved professional accreditations as a result, and 
750 school children. They also work with companies, 
offering environmental and employee engagement 
services. 

Visit www.thegolden.co for more information 

Barbara Walshe                                                               DBA

zOE IS qUEEN BEE

Lilian Elizabeth Christine Gettings (Miss G)

30 November 1922 – 13 May 2013 

This is an edited version of the eulogy delivered by Liz 
Hatt at Lilian’s funeral at St Peter’s Church

Miss G, who has died at the age of 91, lived in 
the same house in Northchurch Road for the last 
75 years of her life. She was well known to many 
families in the area, having served them as a 
babysitter. She never married.

Lilian was born in Downham Road on 30 November 
1922 and had a much older sister who was, 
according to Miss G, the apple of their mother’s 
eye. Perhaps predictably, Miss G was her father’s 
favourite.  Her sister married but tragically was killed 
during the last week of the war.  Her father, who had 
had a very tough war, predeceased her mother. 

After World War Two, Miss G and her mother moved 
to the top floor of 29 Northchurch Road where she 
lived until her death. 

Over the years she became the sole tenant of 
number 29. I want particularly to mention Edward 
Benyon, who has been a very generous landlord to 
Miss G.

By all accounts Miss G was a real tomboy; she loved 
roller skating and, when she was older, dancing. She 
told me she went to school in Elmore Street and in 
the summer the classes were held in the open air.

At one point she worked as a milliner at the Millinery 
Works on Southgate Road and later in life also made 
knitted toys.

Miss G’s health was never great and her eyesight and 
hearing were poor. I would very much like to thank 
her GP, Dr Tahalani, for his support for Miss G over 
many years, and Jay, the pharmacist.

A number of De Beauvoir mothers have happy 
memories of Miss G’s services as a babysitter. She 
loved children and made her babysitting such fun 
for her charges.  She “came out of retirement” to help 
look after our daughter, Alex. 

I will always remember her friendship, utter loyalty, 
sense of responsibility and  trustworthiness. 

The last 10 years were tough for Miss G and she bore 
her illness with courage and dignity. 

I thank you Miss G for all you did as a ‘nan’ for Alex 
and as you did for so many other children in this       
area.                                                                                DBA


