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Brownfield sites in De Beauvoir

Your party needs you!
 
You’ll be glad to hear that I’m not talking politics. 
Heaven knows, we’ve had enough of that for a while! 
No. I’m talking about the Party in the Park. This 
extraordinary event is now in its thirteenth year and its 
appeal never fades. This year’s party will be on Saturday 
8 July, 2pm–5pm, and everyone is welcome, especially if 
they bring children along. 

As usual there will be loads of free entertainment for the 
little ones. The magician will be back again, as well as 
the hula-hoopers, face painters and the bouncy castle. 
There will be craft activities and storytelling, and the St 
John Ambulance crew, police and firemen will no doubt 
make their presence felt.

The much-loved Majestic Brass Band is on a return visit 
after an absence of a couple of years and you will be 
thrilled to know that the Pimm’s stall, BBQ and tea and 
cakes stall will be offering tasty delights all afternoon to 
sustain you. 

But the party doesn’t magically happen. We start the 
planning early in the year, arranging the necessary 
permissions and licences with Hackney Council, booking 
our regular participants and starting to stash away 
tombola prizes.

As the date draws nearer, panic sets in. Have we got 
enough toys and books for the children? Is there a 

Several sites have been identified locally 
for possible use as housing or perhaps for 
commercial use. Alexi Cawson has been 
sifting fact from fiction.

Three sites in De Beauvoir have been earmarked by 
Hackney Council for future development as part of the 
council’s Housing Supply Programme. This initiative, 
approved by the council in February 2016, has identified 
around a dozen council-owned sites across the borough 
where new housing can be built without sacrificing 
green space or play areas. The newsletter has previously 
reported on plans to build new housing on two sites, 
currently used as contractor depots, that front onto 
Downham Road. These are adjacent to Fermain Court 
and at the corner with Southgate Road, and could 
provide up to 48 social-rented and shared-ownership 
homes. Plans for these and a further site in Balmes Road 
have not developed any further so far. 

sufficiency of books and DVDs to sell to the grown-ups? 
Can we pull together a Pimm’s stall team? Have we 
managed to get our usual good-quality raffle prizes?

We have a magnificent team of helpers but it takes 
lots of people to ensure the party’s success. So could 
you possibly help, even if it’s just for a few hours? We 
always need strong people to set up and take down the 
gazebos, and to arrange the tables and chairs. Or could 
you help in the run-up to the party by digging out your 
old books and DVDs for the book stall, or your small, ‘as 
new’ nick-nacks for the tombola? Do you have toys and 
books that your children have grown out of? If you do, 
the children who come on the day will be thrilled to take 
their ‘new’ toy and book home with them.

And yes, Marie-Antoinette was right – let them eat cake! 
What else can that mean other than that your very 
own WI will be slaving over a hot stove to produce their 
inimitable home-baked cakes and savouries. Read their 
special plea for bakers on page 9. 

So, if you’ve read this far and can help in any way, get 
in touch through the contact details listed below.Please, 
please help. 

We guarantee that if you do, you’ll have a lot of fun and 
can go home happy, knowing that you’ve contributed 
to the most worthwhile party in Hackney – and I don’t 
exaggerate. And what’s more, there will be some food 
after the event for the helpers as well as a glass of 
Pimm’s – if the committee hasn’t drunk it by then! See 
you all on Saturday 8 July.

Hilary Mandleberg

Another site in Downham Road, formerly used by the 
council’s trading standards department, has recently 
become vacant. After the council moved out and 
following a period of the building being squatted, it 
was demolished. Long-term plans for the site are yet to 
be determined but the Hackney New Primary School 
has applied for planning permission to erect temporary 
accommodation there. The school wants two double 
classroom blocks, a hall block and administration 
buildings, to operate from September this year. The 
planning application does not give details of how long 
the school intends to use the temporary site.

The council has not decided whether the long-term use 
of the site at 81 Downham Road should be commercial 
or residential, and is keen to explore potential commercial 
uses that could create employment. An information 
session with the De Beauvoir Estate Tenants’ and 
Residents’ Association is proposed, to present local 
residents with the plans for the site as they become 
clearer. We will publish further details in the newsletter.

2 3

Dear readers

To offer general help –
Email: info@debeauvoir.org.uk 

To donate books and DVDs or to help on the 
book stall, get in touch with Richard Turnbull –
Address: Richard Turnbull, 114 De Beauvoir road
Phone: 020 7241 1582
Email: rturnbull@rimbaud.demon.co.uk 

To donate children’s books and toys, get in 
touch with our Chair, Samantha – 
Phone: 07852 522049
Email: Samantha.Selmes@gmail.com

To donate items for the tombola –
Email: info@debeauvoir.org.uk

10 things . . .
Samantha Selmes offers her 10 road-
tested tips for places to refuel where 
small children are welcome.

1. 52A Coffee House (aka ‘the White Corner Cafe’) 
at 52A Southgate Road, N1 3JF, on the corner of 
Southgate and Downham Roads. Madeleines, chocolate 
chip cookies, brownies and excellent savouries and 
salads. The girls are kind and patient with littlies. A small 
browsing library of books for older kids. 

2. The Tin Cafe at 1 Middleton Rd, E8 4BL, on the corner 
of Middleton and Kingsland Roads. You’ll find decor for 
dog-lovers, whimsical hurdy-gurdies and lush plants in 
the morning sunshine. Good pains au chocolat and they 
do toast to order.

3. Sweet Thursday at 95 Southgate Rd, N1 3JS, does 
‘teddy-bear’ shaped margarita pizzas! There’s a play 
mat at the back with some toys for smaller children, and 
lots of highchairs.

4. Burley Fisher Books at 400 Kingsland Road, E8 4AA, 
has a small but lovely children’s book selection and 
tasty offerings for morning or afternoon tea.

5. Biscuit Tea at 192 Southgate Road, N1 3HU (the 
‘Eggs, Milk’ corner) has, predictably, fantastic biscuits.

6. Yummy’s at 49 Ardleigh Road, N1 4HS, near Barry’s 
Locks, does excellent warm chocolates for kids. Look out 
for their wooden ‘maze’ game of skill.

7. HER (Haggerston Expresso Room) at 13 Downham 
Rd, N1 5AA, next to Hackney New School, has become 
proficient at warm chocolates.

8. Bread & Butter at 7 Enfield Rd, N1 5EN, tucked in 
behind the old fire station site, has good cake, comfy 
couches, a lending library, ample space for prams or 
buggies and good baby-change facilities.

9. Draughts Board Game Cafe at 337 Acton Mews, 
E8 4EA, near Haggerston Overground station, has a 
massive selection of board games to enjoy. Limited but 
tasty menu for brunch, lunch or a light dinner.

10. The Dalston Eastern Curve Garden at 13 Dalston 
Lane, E8 3DF, opposite the CLR James Library at Dalston 
Square. This lovely cafe and park has colourful seasonal 
flowers, wild spaces for kids to get muddy and grubby, 
and holds planting and craft workshops at various times. 
They also do fresh pizzas of a Sunday.



Thanks to huge local support for the 
Party in the Park over a number of 
years, the DBA has managed to build up 
a fund of £5,000. Your DBA committee 
has agreed that this should be donated 
to one or more projects that will benefit 
the lives of our young people locally. 
Cec Darker, Fiona Darbyshire and 
Caroline Hughes – Caroline may be new 
to you but she has a background in 
education and is vice-chair of governors 
at Haggerston School – formed a sub-
committee. Here they explain how the 
money will be allocated.

Over the past few months, our small DBA sub-
commmittee has been meeting quietly behind the 
scenes. The result is the Young People’s Community 
Fund, created with the aim of disbursing the DBA’s 
money to a deserving cause or causes.

But, you may be asking, how do we decide which 
causes are deserving? The answer is that we are inviting 
organisations to bid for the money.

Perhaps you are part of an organisation that would like 
to bid. If that’s the case, you will have to go through a 
formal bid process, fill in an online application form and 
meet certain criteria. Bids close on 31 July 2017.

Typically, the broad aims of any organisation applying 
for funding should be for the young people they support 
to a) have fun while making new friends; b) improve 
their life skills; c) try out new activities; and d) expand 
their personal horizons. 

Projects should be focussed in De Beauvoir. 

They must clearly reflect the diversity of the area and 
must also positively support inclusivity and equality 
Proposals should be for a self-contained project lasting 
up to one year. Organisations that apply can also be in 
receipt of other funding. We will give preference to bids 
that benefit at least 10 young people aged between 5 
and 18, and we especially welcome groups that support 
sub-teens and teens.

Reaching out to refugees
Jane King gives us the latest news on 
progress towards supporting a Syrian 
refugee family in De Beauvoir under 
the Home Office’s Full Community 
Sponsorship Scheme.

We are delighted to let you know that the application 
to sponsor a Syrian refugee family from De Beauvoir 
Welcomes Refugees, with St Peter’s church and the 
Benyon Estate, has been approved by the Home Office. 
A family is expected to arrive in the summer and will live 
in accommodation kindly offered by the Benyon Estate.
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Young People’s Community Fund

The De Beauvoir Gardeners are holding 
their annual Flower and Produce Show 
on Sunday 17 September. Put the date 
in your diary! These 10 things give you 
the heads-up about the competitions 
that are in store, plus info about all the 
other things to enjoy on the day. Watch 
out for updates later in the summer.

1. Flowers and indoor plants: contribute to this 
competition category by submitting, for example, an 
arrangement of wild flowers, some dahlias, roses or bee-
friendly flowers, or your best cacti or other succulents.

2. Home-grown veg and fruit: this competition category 
has a wide variety of sub-categories, ranging from 
potatoes, courgettes and onions, to herbs, beans and 
fruit. There’s something for every taste.

3. The domestic delights category aka The Great De 
Beauvoir Bake Off: if you’ve ever been complimented on 
your show-stopping creation, your chocolatey chocolate 
cake, your crowd-pleasing cupcakes, your sourdough 
starter or your juicy jams and jellies, now you’ve got the 
chance to show off in front of a public audience.

4. Under-12s: get your little ones involved in nature. 
Everyone, including children, can enter any category so 
your children might want to grow the biggest marrow 
or other vegetables or fruit. They also have a class of 
their own and could make a collage from flowers, seeds, 
feathers and other outdoor finds. They might like to try 
their hand carving veg into the shape of an animal or 
flower (adult supervision required!) or they might like to 
show off a plant they’ve grown from seed. Tip: get them 
planting now in readiness for 17 September.

5. Arts and Crafts: calling all artists and crafters, young 
and not so young. Get inspired by flora or fauna. Make 
a greetings card or something to make you smile, laugh 
or cry.

6. The dog show: since De Beauvoir is now dog central 
– which is second only to its position as bike central –  
it’s right and proper that you have a chance to show off 
your pooch. Whether yours is Charlie the Chihuahua, 
Daisy the Doberman or Snowflake the Samoyed (yes, 
we’ve been doing our research!), today’s the day to 
prove what you already knew – that your dog has the 
best trick, the best hair-do or is the best rescue or cutest 
puppy in the area.

7. Plant stall and gardening advice: this is the place to 
go and buy that lovely plant you admired growing in 
someone’s front garden and to pick up some gardening 
tips. Our Gardeners Club is packed with people with 
expert knowledge, plus combined years of experience of 
growing things in De Beauvoir.

8. The raffle and tombola: these need no introduction. 
We all love a good raffle and tombola, and they help to 
fund your Gardeners Club.

9. Childrens’ games: there’s no need for the children to 
get bored between the excitement of the competitions 
and the dog show. Send them along to enjoy the lovely 
games we’ve got planned for them. They could try their 
hand at rodent racing or sweetbola. 

10. Teas and cakes: similarly, the teas and cakes stall 
needs no introduction. Time for a well-deserved sit and 
natter once you’ve sampled everything the Flower and 
Produce Show has to offer.

10 things . . .

We are now open for bids and if you or someone you 
know would like to apply for some or all of our £5,000, 
you will find the application form on the DBA website. 
We have done our best to make it easy to understand 
and to complete. The Young People’s Community Fund 
Committee will meet soon after the closing date to draw 
up a shortlist of applicants. We hope we will have plenty 
to choose from. Organisations that are shortlisted will 
then be asked to supply further key information, such as 
their health and safety arrangements, and will be invited 
to come and talk about their project in person with the 
Young People’s Community Fund Committee. Then a 
decision will be made.

The successful applicant(s) will be supported and 
monitored throughout the process and will be asked 
to share the outcome(s) at the end of the project. 
If appropriate, we will be sharing this on social media.
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For more information, see debeauvoirblock.com 

Getting creative in De Beauvoir

Since reading the last edition of the 
newsletter, you may been pondering the 
many hipster locations in and around 
De Beauvoir. Well, we now have our 
very own hip and happening outpost of 
the Old Street Silicon Roundabout, as 
manifested by the De Beauvoir Block. 
Samantha Selmes went to see how the 
project is shaping up.

Work has been ongoing for quite a while to renovate 
the old warehouses at 92–100 De Beauvoir Road. 
When complete, the newly named De Beauvoir Block 
will consist of 33 commercial units ranging in size from 
300 to 2,500 square feet. The larger units will be spread 
over the first and second floors of the warehouses, with 
10 smaller ‘roof pod’ units on the third floor. According 
to the publicity, the ‘bright office spaces feature 
exposed steels, exposed conduit, timber floors and 
large windows.’ It looks to be a very attractive working 
environment.

In addition, the much-missed Spice Island restaurant 
is set to return this summer in newly renovated 

and expanded premises. It will have a proper eat-in 
restaurant as well as its popular takeaway. 
The section of the De Beauvoir Block at 92 De Beauvoir 
Road is already up and running, while the portion 
comprising 94 and 96 De Beauvoir Road is on schedule 
for completion this summer. Renovation of 98 and 100 
De Beauvoir Road can’t begin until 2019, as the leases 
on those properties have time left to run.
 
So, who will be using the De Beauvoir Block?

Five branding and media companies are already in 
occupation at 92 De Beauvoir Road and a high-profile 
fashion designer has also committed to a tenancy. 
The stylish ground-floor courtyard will house a cafe, run 
by the owners of the De Beauvoir Deli, but the building 
will also have a concierge, so it won’t be open to people 
wanting to simply wander in. 

However, tenancy isn’t the only way in as there is also to 
be a membership scheme. For a basic rate of £150 per 
month, people can get access to the cafe and courtyard 
area, where they can grab a chair and enjoy the fast wi-fi 
and the ‘buzz’ of a communal working space. 
There will also be a ‘dedicated desk membership’ rate, 
likely to be set at around £400 per month, though there 
will be an earlybird discount.

Change often courts controversy

 The existence of the building’s balconies and roof pods 
led some residents on the opposite side of 
De Beauvoir Road to complain during the planning 
process. They were worried about reduced light to their 
own properties, about being overlooked and about 
increased noise, potentially after normal working hours.

In response, Edward Benyon, who was behind the 
development of the De Beauvoir Block, stated that 
‘tenancy by-laws should resolve any noise concerns.
Unfortunately, one local resident has already had 
tenants who work in the building crossing De Beauvoir 
Road to her driveway for noisy smoking breaks in the 
sunshine, and leaving their cigarette butts behind.  
However, some people welcome the increased footfall. 
They are hoping that the users of the De Beauvoir Block 
will boost local businesses such as the cafes, restaurants, 
bookshops, corner shops and local services like dry 
cleaners and tailors. 

Enjoying the benefits of working at no. 92

An airy refurbished unit at 95 De Beauvoir Road

The completed courtyard

But in the context of De Beauvoir suffering chronic 
housing shortages, there were those who expressed 
disappointment when they heard that the De Beauvoir 
Block was to consist solely of workspace. 
Edward Benyon’s response to this was that he never 
planned to offer live/workspace. ‘De Beauvoir was 
crying out for decent workspace. A lot of work used to 
be done in De Beauvoir but over the years, many of the 

properties have been converted to residential housing 
usage only, for reasons we all know and understand.’  
Indeed, it was a prerequisite for the development to go 
ahead that the individual titles ‘cannot be converted to 
residential’ in future. 

‘We’re hugely proud,’ says Edward Benyon. ‘The 
architects have done an amazing job with the design of 
the building, without detracting from the character and 
style of the fine, original 1920s commercial buildings. 
The roof is black and set back from the façade. We’re 
retaining some of the character features of the 
buildings, such as the Crittall windows and the pitch 
pine floor. It’s all staying the character that it was’, all 
the while providing ‘a creative hub sitting bang in the 
middle of De Beauvoir’. 



Now we are three

In the spring of 2014, a handful of 
posters appeared around the front 
gardens in De Beauvoir inviting local 
women to come to a meeting at the 
Crypt in St Peter’s Church, with a view 
to forming a branch of the Women’s 
Institute (WI). The room was packed 
with women of all ages and the De 
Beauvoir WI officially opened its doors 
the following month. They tell us what 
they’ve been up to and what you might 
expect if you join in.

This May we officially celebrated our third birthday, 
with obligatory birthday cake and a talk about gender 
equality. On asking our members to say what they felt 
about the DBWI, the overriding themes were friendship, 
warmth, support and a sense of community and 
inclusion. And of course, learning new things …

During these three years, we have been instructed 
in the art of Burlesque by Delores Delux; have sung 
‘Jerusalem’ with choir master Barbara Hoefling; learnt 
about the creation of historical dress with Jenny 
Tiramani and the science of baking bread with E5 
Bakery; have seen a stained-glass panel being created 
for us by Annahita Harsarmi; have hoola-hooped, 

lindy-hopped and Bollywood and belly-danced our way 
through several meetings; have created mono-printed 
bags with AfroRetro; have produced decoupaged boxes, 
tried out traditional Christmas crafts, heard about the 
history and use of aromatherapy, have wine-tasted and 
chocolate-tasted and coffee-tasted … and have chatted 
and laughed and come together in the spirit of female 
friendship. It has been a wonderful few years. 

And we have, of course, made jam and cake …

We have got out and about, too. Our members have 
enjoyed a guided tour around the Houses of Parliament 
with local MP Meg Hiller, we have attended a garden 
party at Buckingham Palace, spent time at the houses 
of Dennis Severs and Charles Dickens, visited Abney 
Park Cemetery, and seen various plays at the Rosemary 
Branch theatre and elsewhere.

But the WI is not solely about fun – although there 
is a lot of that. We have also been involved in annual 
campaigns to encourage organ donation, to reduce 
food waste and to create more dementia-friendly 
communities. Locally, we have raised money for NIA, 
a Hackney domestic violence charity, for St Joseph’s 
Hospice and for the local Freedom Club, and this year 
we are pleased to be forming a partnership with Solace, 
another women’s charity, to help support their work 
with survivors of domestic violence. We are also involved 
in helping out at the community cafe in St Peter’s Crypt 
on a regular basis and have, for the past three years, 
provided a homemade cake every week for the Winter 
Night Shelter at the church.

One member summed up our past three years:
‘I have been living in De Beauvoir for a number of years 
now. But it is only since joining the WI that I truly feel 
a part of the community for the very first time. This is 
something special. Women of all ages coming together, 
sharing stories and doing great work in society. It’s so 
inspiring.’

Come see what we are all about – you can come as a 
guest for £5. We provide hot drinks, cake and snacks – 
plus fun – for free. And we meet on the first Thursday of 
every month in the Crypt, apart from August when we 
enjoy a social in a pub (details will be on the website). Or 
come and have a chat with us at the Party In The Park, 
where we will be running the tea and cake stall.
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www.debeauvoirwi.com

Bakers needed

We are looking for bakers who would be willing 
to bake for the cake stall at the Party In The 
Park. Any type of cake – big or small, brownies, 
cupcakes, traybakes ... all welcome. If you can 
help, please get in touch with Sara –
Email: debeauvoirbakes@gmail.com

De Beauvoir raises the roof . . .
Many of you will remember that the 
DBA donated its £1,660 profit from the 
2016 Christmas Fair to Mission with a 
Vision, a Kenyan charity supporting 
girls fleeing forced marriage and female 
genital mutilation. St Peter’s Church 
was raising money, too. Gillian Borrie 
reports on how it all went.

In March this year, thanks to a massive fundraising 
drive, we were thrilled to be able to send Reverend 
Patrick Ngigi a princely £3,613. It was more than we – 
or he – could ever have hoped for.

It all started when I visited Patrick’s Mission with a 
Vision project in Kenya in 2014 and was impressed. 
Following Patrick’s visit to Hackney last summer, St 
Peter’s decided to help him by trying to raise the money 
he needed to install solar panels on the roof of his Safe 
House in Narok. 

Electricity is costly in Kenya, but the sunshine is free. 
Having solar panels would mean that Patrick would have 
more money to spend on other necessities, such as food 
and clothing for his girls.

Patrick was more than grateful, as his email to us shows: 
‘I greet you all in the name of our Lord Jesus. I wish 
to take this opportunity on behalf of the girls here at 
Mission With a Vision Girls’ Rescue Centre to thank all of 
you most sincerely for all the efforts that you made to 
raise funds to help buy a much bigger solar system [sic] 
for the Safe House. We are so grateful.

‘We finished the project successfully and had £722 
remaining, which we have put into purchase of food 
for the girls. This also is of very great help to the girls, 

considering the fact that we have been facing a very 
severe food shortage.

‘We are so grateful [and] happy that you all have made 
a lot of effort to ensure that our girls get power without 
any monthly cost. We are so grateful because electricity 
bills will now be a thing of the past. We really appreciate 
this support. We all say “Asante Sana” – thank you in 
Swahili.’

And to crown it all, Patrick has sent us these 
heartwarming photos. 

Hats off to another fabulous De Beauvoir success!



The soul reason for living in De Be auvoir Town

We all have our reasons for living in 
and loving De Beauvoir. Here, Malcolm 
Gluck, author, broadcaster and wine 
columnist, shares his, in his own 
inimitable style.

London is a disparate set of villages cobbled together. 
The effect is haphazard so that boundaries are 
indiscrete; unidentifiable except where roads and/or 
postal districts mark one village, or parish, from another. 
De Beauvoir Town may be contained within Balls Pond 
Road to the north, the canal to the south, Kingsland 
Road to the east and Southgate Road to the west, but 
who would know it (dedicated locals apart)? With no 
border guards, the tourist can enter and exit at will. 
Within a few paces s(he) can cross from the parish 
of Islington to that of Hackney, walk through the 
hamlet of Haggerstone (as once it was, deriving from 

Hergotstane in the Domesday book of 1086) and pass 
into the hamlet of Hoxton (recorded as Hodheston in 
Domesday). 

As this perlustration takes place, who would know what 
lies beneath the soil, in the bricks and the asphalt, 
in the water and in the air and, importantly, in the 
gardens? Who would get any feeling, in 2017, that the 
Imperial Gas Works, the gin distillery, or the Shoreditch 
workhouse, all once stood in Haggerstone? Who would 
sense that Hoxton, up until the early 1600s (when Will 
Shakespeare knew the village from his close-by Curtain 
Theatre), was renowned for ale, cakes, and custard? 
So much for history, the cynic says, but bear with 
me. History is not so easily eradicated as you might 
think. History lingers, it permeates all living things 
and inanimate objects. The result is soul, a spirit of 
place, which anyone with sensitivity to such things can 
experience. 

Which is where, with regard to the wider area, my own 
history and that of my family comes into it. All of this 
history is within easy walking distance from where I 
now live. My grandfather had his cigar merchantry and 
hairdressing salon in Chiswell Street (a fatal heart attack 
got him in 1906 and a bomb dropped from a zeppelin 
in 1915 saw to the salon). The site is now an office block 
in the shadow of the Barbican. My grandmother lived in 
Clissold Road in the 1930s, but before that the Glucks 
were housed nearer the salon (her youngest son, my 
father, went to junior school in Arnold Circus). 

When an adult, my father (to-be) had his home in 
Amhurst Road and his modest printing works next to 
a Home for Distressed Catholic Womenfolk in Triangle 
Road by London Fields. The site where it once stood is 
now a small apartment block. My mother was born in 
Islington, my maternal grandparents being locally born 
also but that is only hearsay. 

What is not hearsay is that I was born in Romford 
and raised by my displaced parents in Hornchurch, 
a place I hated. I was very happy, however, to work 
during the summer of 1960 for a shoe wholesaler 
whose warehouse was in the Kingsland Road, a 
stretch now occupied by the Flowers Gallery and a 
Vietnamese restaurant. This short-lived job led, by 
means now forgotten, to my writing vast numbers 
of poems in the grounds of the Geffrye Museum, an 
incorrigible addiction to be carried on, a little while later 
(before I was fired on the wholly reasonable grounds 
of innumeracy), to my working in the Estimation 

Department of a spring factory somewhere north of 
Kingsland High Street. 

In 1969, now a prosperous citizen, I stood before the 
front gate of a house in De Beauvoir Square trying 
to persuade my girlfriend that we should buy it (for 
£4,000) and move there from Marylebone. I allowed her 
to persuade me to stay in W1. 

Later, we moved to Highgate, a few doors down from 
the old Betjeman residence, and we were married. But 
was I happy there? Not exactly. Further residential 
experiments were carried out in Greenwich Village (NY), 
Valencia (Spain), Bayswater, Fulham, Chelsea, Putney, 
Notting Hill, Hampstead and Kilburn, before my soul 
finally screamed enough is enough! 

Fed up with half a century of living in the wrong places, 
my inner spirit took charge and directed me to the spot 
I was, quite obviously, destined to live. This is where I 
live now, in Kingsland Basin. My soul is at last at peace, 
absorbing from the karma of the surrounding area 
something no other home of mine on this planet has 
possessed. I know. I know. A woman who says she talks 
to her soul you might regard as nutty but find otherwise 
charming; a man who makes a similar conversational 
claim is barking, an individual to be avoided as he 
passes in the street or cycles along, with a weirdly joyous 
expression on his soppy mug. Okay, so I’m barking. 
But please … only when you see me down on all fours 
picking up street litter in my mouth should you think to 
call the men in white coats.
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Kingsland Road, where Malcolm worked in 1960 for 
a shoe wholesaler

Kingsland Basin, where Malcolm lives today



Green points

Life-enhancing concerts
You can be sure of plenty of life-
enhancing goings-on in De Beauvoir. 
Juliet Webster and Cec Darker are 
arranging more in the shape of two 
marvellous autumn concerts in St. 
Peter’s Church.

Put ‘A Drop in the Ocean’ on Saturday 9 September 
at 7:30pm in your diaries. Ian Shaw, distinguished 
jazz singer, comedian and passionate refugee rights 
campaigner, along with a bevy of other marvellous 
guests, will be performing at this concert in aid of the 
De Beauvoir Welcomes Refugees group.

A refugee family from Syria will soon be arriving in our 
midst (see page 5) and they will need financial help to 
survive once they are here. We calculate that we need 
to raise at least £5,000. Tickets will be on sale (price tbc) 
from 1 July, online through the DBA website or from 
Chas Tapp and other local outlets.

And if that wasn’t enough, the De Beauvoir Prom is back 
on Sunday 15 October. Last year’s Prom, showcasing 
local musical talent, was a rip-roaring success, raising 
£800 for Maggie’s Cancer Care at Bart’s.

This year we will follow the same format (if it ain’t 
broke, don’t mend it) and the jaw-droppingly talented 
Keegan family have promised to be on board again. 

Between them they play violin, piano, flute and 
accordion to the highest standards. They will be 
joined by many other great musicians – amateur and 
professional – from De Beauvoir.

If you would like to take part this year, get in touch 
with Cec Darker, cecilia@rosemarybranch.co.uk. Tickets 
costing £5.00 will be available from the DBA website in 
due course.
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Hackney introduced its Hackney 
Recycling Rewards scheme a couple of 
months ago. A keen recycler, John Bird 
decided to find out about it. Along the 
way, he discovered even more reasons 
why we should all recycle.

The London Borough of Hackney has been trying to 
increase waste recycling levels for some time. As we all 
know, the volume of packaging we discard on a daily 
basis has resulted in waste increasing exponentially in 
the past few years. The use of landfill and incineration 
reached the point long ago where it could no longer 
cope with the UK’s growing waste problem. Today, 
recycling is the main means of disposal. However, some 
people in the borough still don’t recycle enough, which 
is why the Council introduced its Recycling Rewards 
scheme. What’s stopping you registering for the 
scheme? All you have to do is go to https://hackney.
localgreenpoints.com, where you can sign up in a trice.

You can also download the Recycling Rewards App.
Once you’ve registered, all you need to do is fill in a 

simple weekly log of what you’ve recycled and you’ll be 
awarded your Green Points. And if the desire to recycle 
wasn’t enough, being registered means you’ll be able to 
get discounts and exclusive offers from more than 100 
local businesses.

Additionally, each quarter, the highest Green Point 
scorers in De Beauvoir have the chance to win a £100 or 
a £40 voucher to be used at places ranging from  
M & S to Better Leisure, or a National Garden Gift 
voucher. On top of that, every six months, the 
communities that have earned the most Green Points 
will win a share of £7,500 for certain shortlisted local 
community and charity projects. Green Points earners in 
each community can vote for their favourite project. 

Let’s see if we can make De Beauvoir a winning ward. 
At the moment, London Fields is topping the list.  We 
surely can’t let them beat us!


